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Abstract: This research will explore the parallels between transhumanist tropes and the theme of
posthuman identity in the context of science fiction literature. This paper will explore the impact that the
development of new technologies, especially human-machine integration and artificial intelligence, has
had on the identity transformation of the characters, as well as raise ethical questions regarding autonomy,
consent, and the very notion of humanity. The most important works — Neuromancer, Ex Machina, and
Blade Runner — will be discussed in order to trace the process of redefining the identities of posthuman
characters and the ethical dilemmas that they face living in an era in which technology goes beyond human
limits. Linguistic elements used for creating posthuman identities will also be investigated in order to show
how changes in linguistic alternatives (from the human-like and emotional language to robotic ones) mirror
changes in the characters' identities. Changes in linguistics do not only mirror the changes in self-perception
of the characters but are also the consequence of the posthuman condition. Exploring the relationship
between transhumanism, posthumanism, and linguistics, this paper explores the use of language in
representing identity in futuristic stories. The conclusion, which offers future directions for research,
includes studying the impact of new technological advancements on society and language in science
fiction.
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Introduction

Transhumanism and posthumanism are ideologies that examine the enhancement of humans through
technology and the reconceptualization of what it means to be human when artificial intelligence,
biotechnology, and cybernetics have potentially changed humans’ capabilities in the future (Huxley, 2015;
Forlano, 2017). This is extensively explored in contemporary science fiction, and beings who are not
organic because of this are created, thus giving rise to other forms of identity, consciousness, and ethics
(Mirenayat et al., 2017). The linguistic and philosophical analysis of such literature allows for a more
profound understanding of how language constructs posthumans and whether philosophical problems
regarding humanity, self, and technology’s role in the future can be answered (Ferrandez-Sanmiguel et al.,
2025).

The study of the intersections of philosophy, linguistics and posthuman identity in science fiction can
be considered useful due to the fact that it can assist in the clarification of how speculative fiction may be
used to shape the discourse on the emerging technologies with the members of the population (Cavus,
2021). Through an analysis of the ways these narratives address the idea of posthumanism, the cultural and
ethical meanings of technologies that question the established understandings of the human condition can
be more clearly perceived (Vint, 2022). It is also in this work that science fiction serves as a laboratory for
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exploring issues of morality, personhood, and how artificial intelligence will affect society, all through the
prism of linguistic representation.

The research makes a contribution to the field as it gives a detailed review of the transhumanism,
posthumanism in science fiction both in linguistic and philosophical levels. It looks at how language and
identity interact with each other in the representation of posthuman characters and provides insight into the
linguistic resources used to represent the intricacies of enhanced or artificial identities. The paper addresses
the ways in which classic and modern science fiction texts discuss the philosophical implications of
transhumanist concepts and provides new knowledge on how new technologies can possibly challenge and
refine more traditional conceptions of human identity.

Section II will review transhumanism and posthumanism, their representation in science fiction, and
how language shape’s posthuman identity. Philosophical and linguistic approaches to the study will be
provided in Section III. Methodology will be outlined in Section IV, together with methods used for
selecting and analyzing texts. Section V will examine the important themes of transhumanism and ethical
conflicts in science fiction. The findings will be summarized in Section VI and recommendations will be
made on future research directions.

Literature Review

Transhumanism and posthumanism are two philosophical movements, which address the possibilities
and implications of human enhancement and redefinition of human identity (Caracciolo, 2022; Kraftchick,
2015). The proponents of transhumanism believe in applying technology to enhance human abilities
including Al, cybernetics, and genetic modification (Huxley, 2015). Posthumanism, however, challenges
the human role in the definition of life and the idea of a fixed human identity (Forlano, 2017). Both
movements are the central theme of so many works in science fictions, and they explore the outcomes of
overcoming human limitations and the morality of technological progress.

These themes have been widely explored in science fiction literature. Neuromancer by Gibson (1984)
and Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Dick (1968) are works that show characters who are in
between the human and the machine, and discuss the degradation of the human identity and the possibility
of technological upgrades (Giacomolli, 2024; Huebert, 2015). These works explore transhuman and
posthuman concepts through the lens of hybrid characters that blur boundaries between organic and
artificial life, in the face of which philosophical issues are raised about what it means to be a human being
(Elliott, 2019).

The linguistic analysis is significant in the interpretation of the posthuman identities in science fiction.
Language plays an important role in building and performing identity and in posthuman narratives,
language may mirror the changes that character’s experience (Al-Sheikh & Jarrar, 2025; Posthumus, 2020).
The application of discourse analysis and semiotic theory has been used to analyze the role of language in
science fiction that depicts the changing identities of characters and their association with technology
(Fairclough, 2023).

Philosophical, ethical and linguistic aspects of posthumanism in science fiction have been examined
in existing studies, including those which explore how language and identity are constructed through
technological changes (Abizanda-Cardona, 2024). Much of the work has however been done individually
on the philosophical or the linguistic aspects. This paper seeks to bridge the gaps by offering a detailed
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analysis of the relationship between language and posthuman identities, as well as how these identities
challenge traditional humanist understandings (Bolton, 2024).

In terms of the contribution that this paper will make to the literature, it will do so through the linguistic
and philosophical links that can be drawn from the transhumanist theme and the posthuman identities
presented within science fiction texts. This paper will analyze the language construction of posthuman
identities, along with their philosophical implications.

Philosophical and Linguistic Analysis of Posthuman Identity

Philosophical Themes

In science fiction, another philosophical issue of interest is connected with such aspects as selthood,
morality, and human-machine hybridization. Indeed, in many stories, the idea of self becomes challenged
due to changes experienced by characters that make them cross the boundary between people and machines.
This disturbance in the usual concept of a person leads to ethical problems associated with autonomy,
consciousness, and ethically questionable use of technology in enhancing people. One example is the topic
of human-machine hybridization as it appears in the form of human beings that become part of machines
and artificial intelligence. In other words, the question raised is if humanity and human nature could be
preserved in an improved human body through the use of technology.

Linguistic Representation

In science fiction, language is a key to the creation of posthuman identities. The authors project the
change in the characters as they turn into transhuman or posthuman through dialogue, narration style, and
lingo. The manner in which characters speak tends to vary as their cognitive and physical upgrades alter
their sense of self and the society. As an example, characters who become one with machines or Al can
speak more mechanically or in a more detached manner or they can have speech patterns that are atypical
of humans, indicating their dehumanization. This change may be supported by narrative style, as well;
fragmented, disjointed, or technical language usually reflects the experience of identity dissolution or
hybridization that the characters are going through. Such linguistic decisions not only emphasize the
changing nature of identity of the characters but they also put to question the conventional view of
humanity, and tend to indicate that language is a means by which posthuman identity is created and
destroyed.

Methodology

Text Selection & Analysis Methods

This paper will examine some of the most important works of science fiction to explore and work with
transhumanism and posthuman identity, such as Neuromancer by William Gibson and the movie Ex
Machina by Alex Garland. Neuromancer is about the convergence of human mind and artificial
intelligence, and Ex Machina is about the development of artificial life and the moral issues of the machine
consciousness. The texts have been selected because of their significant involvement with posthuman
identities and transformations. This analysis will be based on textual analysis to examine how these texts
portray posthuman identity in terms of narrative structure, character development, and theme. Moreover,
the critical discourse analysis will be applied in order to analyze the role played by language, dialogue, and
narrative style in the construction of posthuman identities, especially with regard to the ethical
consequences of the human-machine hybridity.
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Table 1: Posthuman Identity in Selected Science Fiction Texts

Text/Film Character(s) Nature of Philosophical Theme(s)
Analyzed Posthuman Identity
Neuromancer (Gibson) Case (cyber- Al-integrated Transcendence,
(Giacomolli, 2024) enhanced human) human, human- hybridization, human-
machine hybrid machine interface
Ex Machina (Garland) Ava (Al), Caleb Al sentient machine, Sentience, autonomy,
(Jacobson, 2016) (human) human creation ethics of creation
Do Androids Dream of Rick Deckard Replicant (artificial | Humanity, empathy, ethics
Electric Sheep? (Dick) (human), human) of life creation
(Huebert, 2015) Replicants
Blade Runner 2049 K (replicant) Replicant Autonomy, identity,
(Villeneuve) (Flisfeder, (genetically freedom of choice
2019) engineered being)
The Windup Girl Emiko (genetically | Genetically modified Human rights,
(Bacigalupi) (Straetz, modified human) human exploitation, identity
2017)
Ghost in the Shell Major Motoko Cyborg (human Consciousness, identity,
(Mamoru Oshii) (Malhado, | Kusanagi (cyborg) mind within a soul in a mechanical world
2020) machine body)

Table 1 offers a comparison of the various representations of the posthuman identity in the various
science fiction texts. It shows the main characters, what kind of posthuman identity they possess (cyborg,
Al, genetically modified, and so forth), and what philosophical theme each work covers (autonomy, ethics
of enhancement, identity, and human-machine integration). It can be used as a guide to the manner in which
posthumanism is portrayed in various stories in a short period of time.

Data Collection

Appropriate passages, discussions and plot lines will be chosen in accordance with their contribution
in the development of the philosophical and linguistic constructions of the posthuman identity. In the case
of Neuromancer, this features both scenes in which the main character, Case, communicates with
cyberspace and artificial intelligence, and scenes where the human/machine lines are most permeable.
Dialogue between Caleb and Ava in Ex Machina and the representation of the developing consciousness
of Al in the movie will also be discussed. The selection of such excerpts will be guided by key themes like
selfhood, autonomy, and ethical dilemmas of artificial life. It will concentrate on those instances that reveal
how the identity of characters is changed, and the ways in which language and philosophy will intersect in
the formation of posthuman identities will be explored in depth.
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Analysis of Transhumanist Themes and Posthuman Identity in Science Fiction

Technological Transcendence and Identity Formation
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Outcome: Technological Transcendence

Human limitations are redefined and transcended, leading to the emergence of posthuman identities in science fiction narratives.

Figure 1: Technological Transcendence and Identity Formation

Figure 1 will demonstrate how technology, human enhancement and posthuman identities in science
fiction are connected. It describes the steps of technological development, starting with Al and cybernetics,
and the human augmentation and its results in human identity transformation. The figure contains a
feedback loop that demonstrates how technology has a persistent impact on identity formation, which
ultimately results in the development of posthuman identities with hybridization, extended consciousness,
and a redefined sense of self that transcends biological constraints.

Technological Transcendence & Machine-Human Hybridity

In science fiction, technological transcendence is frequently symbolised as mankind struggling to
transcend his biological constraints, where human talents can be enhanced or evolved with the use of
technology. Such works as Neuromancer depict characters which transcend technology by becoming a part
of cyberspace or augmenting their cognitive functions with artificial intelligence. These stories unravel the
potential of existence of the human mind outside of the physical body, raising the question of identity and
self-definition. The key issue in these stories is machine-human hybridity, as the characters are physically
or mentally enhanced, crossing the borders of human and machine. In Ex Machina, the example of artificial
intelligence in the shape of Ava is a kind of a hybrid identity, the one that defies the very meaning of
mankind itself. These images draw attention to the philosophical issue of defining the nature of humanity
in the era when technology makes it possible to blend organic and artificial and create new types of identity
and consciousness.

Ethical Dilemmas & Language as Identity

Improving the human nature with the help of technology in science fiction provokes the serious ethical
dilemma, especially the questions of autonomy, consent, and the outcomes of the loss or change of
humanity. The characters in these tales are usually grappling with the ethical consequences of overcoming
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their biological constraints, they are in a dilemma of losing individuality or using the beings that are
enhanced. To illustrate, in Neuromancer the main character becomes powerful as a result of integrating
with cyberspace, however, he loses his sense of humanity. These moral issues tend to be reflected in the
terminology of characters, and reflect their changing identities. With the integration of characters with
technology, the dialogue or inner monologue frequently changes to reflect their loss of human aspects. In
Ex Machina, the dialogue of Ava is at first designed to sound authentic to human feelings, but as her
autonomy is further developed, the words to depict her become more machine-like and detached, indicating
that she becomes a posthuman being. Language is, then, not just a communication tool, but also a method
of articulating ethical complexities of posthuman identity, as characters maneuver through what it means

to be human.
Table 2: Ethical Dilemmas in Posthuman Science Fiction
Work Character(s) Ethical Dilemmacs) Outcome/Resolution
Involved Explored
Neuromancer Case (cyber- Autonomy, identity | Case struggles with control over his
(Gibson) enhanced loss, human-machine | consciousness, ultimately regaining
(Giacomolli, 2024) human) hybridization some agency but still bound by
technological influences.
Ex Machina Caleb, Ava (Al) Consent, Al Ava manipulates Caleb to escape,
(Garland) sentience, raising questions about Al

(Jacobson, 2016)

manipulation, and

autonomy and human responsibility

freedom for creations.
Do Androids Dream | Rick Deckard | Ethics of terminating | Deckard's struggle with empathy for
of Electric Sheep? | (bounty hunter) sentient beings, the androids leads him to question
(Dick) (Huebert, empathy, human vs. | the ethicality of his role in "retiring"
2015) machine identity them.
Blade Runner 2049 K (replicant) Identity, purpose, K seeks his purpose and questions
(Villeneuve) creation vs. natural | the morality of creating beings with
(Flisfeder, 2019) life, freedom of no true autonomy, leading to self-
choice sacrifice.
The Windup Girl Emiko Exploitation of Emiko confronts her creators and
(Bacigalupi) (genetically genetically society’s view of her as "less than
(Straetz, 2017) modified engineered beings, human," highlighting ethical issues
human) human rights of human modification.

Table 2 encapsulates the most important ethical issues experienced by characters in posthuman science
fiction works. It points out philosophical issues in the areas of autonomy, identity, human rights, and the
moral obligations of creating or improving life.

Figure 2 shows how linguistic changes in posthuman characters are moving in various science fiction
texts. It contrasts the application of human-like language (emotional, relational) with more mechanical or
robotic language (detached, functional) in Neuromancer, Ex Machina, Blade Runner, Do Androids Dream
of Electric Sheep and The Windup Girl. The graph illustrates the way language of the characters changes
as they become more human-like to more robotic as they become posthuman.
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Language Shifts in Posthuman Characters
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Figure 2: Language Shifts in Posthuman Characters

The Role of Technology in Shaping Identity

Technology is an important factor in determining the character of characters in science fiction,
especially in its impact on their identities and their independence. Technology in both Neuromancer and
Ex Machina serves as a means of empowerment and also as the element that transforms the perception of
the characters in the two films. As an example, in Neuromancer, Case is on a quest where he is trying to
get back control of his body and mind following his transformation by cybernetic implants. His identity is
always in metamorphosis as he walks the fine line between human awareness and Al. Likewise, in Ex
Machina, Ava starts as a programmed body meant to benefit humans but as she gains more self-awareness,
she starts to question the relationships of power that govern her life. In these works, technology does not
only increase the powers of characters, but also makes them to answer the questions of their independence
and the character of the free will. The technological intervention in the change of their identities poses
significant philosophical issues concerning the correlation between technology and human nature, and the
possibility of technological liberation and confinement of posthuman individuals.

Conclusion

This paper has examined intersections of transhumanism and posthuman identity in science fiction,
both in philosophical and linguistic senses. Explored the influence of technological innovations on
posthuman identities and ethical challenges related to posthuman identities through the analysis of such
important texts as Neuromancer, Ex Machina, Blade Runner, and others. The philosophical issues of
autonomy, human-machine hybridization and the ethics of enhancement were key to cognizing the
difficulties and changes experienced by posthuman characters. From the linguistic perspective, the
evolution of the language itself, that later became robotic, demonstrated that these identities, both their
internal struggles and relations with technology, changed in time. The philosophical and linguistic
perspectives on the posthuman identity should be further explored by making references to the impact of
the new technologies, such as artificial intelligence and biotechnologies, on the human identity within
society. The evolution of lingo within science fiction literature develops alongside technological progress
and can be investigated further, as there are new forms of human-to-human interaction arising, for example,
virtual reality and neuroenhancements. In addition, comparing science fiction in other cultures can provide
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insight into how people from other cultures perceive the posthuman identity and transhumanism in general.
Science fiction is a powerful philosophical tool that allows for discussing moral and existential problems
associated with overcoming human limitations. Language is crucial in creating posthuman identities, and
they offer vital insights into the concept of humanity in a technologically aware world.

References

Abizanda-Cardona, M. (2024). Beyond SF: Reading the posthuman in crime fiction. european journal of
american culture, 43(3), 287-303. https://doi.org/10.1386/ejac_00128 1

Al-Sheikh, N., & Jarrar, O. T. (2025). Posthumanism in Contemporary British Fiction: A Critical
Examination of Al Narratives. Journal of Cultural Analysis and Social Change, 1652-1667.
https://doi.org/10.64753/jcasc.v10i2.1861

Bolton, M. S. (2024). " Occupied by Exploded Systems": Strategies for Posthuman Narratives. Journal of
Narrative Theory, 54(2), 249-277. https://doi.org/10.1353/jnt.2024.2937166

Caracciolo, M. (2022). Narrative and posthumanism/posthumanist narratives. In Palgrave Handbook of
Critical ~ Posthumanism (pp. 1097-1118). Cham: Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-04958-3 54

Cavus, C. C. (2021). Transhumanism, posthumanism, and the “Cyborg identity”. Fe Dergi, 13(1), 177-187.
https://doi.org/10.46655/federgi.947009

Elliott, A. (2019). Posthuman identities. In Routledge Handbook of Identity Studies (pp. 283-296).
Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315626024-17

Ferrandez-Sanmiguel, M., Mufioz-Gonzalez, E., & Laguarta-Bueno, C. (2025). Recent Cross-Disciplinary
Approaches to the Posthuman: An Introduction. In The Posthuman Condition in 21st Century
Literature and Culture: Interdisciplinary Insights (pp. 1-25). Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-83701-2 1

Fairclough, N. (2023). Critical discourse analysis. In The Routledge handbook of discourse analysis (pp.
11-22). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118584194.ch22

Flisfeder, M. (2019). Blade Runner 2049 (case study). In The Routledge Companion to Cyberpunk
Culture (pp. 144-150). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351139885-18

Forlano, L. (2017). Posthumanism and design. She Ji: The Journal of Design, Economics, and
Innovation, 3(1), 16-29. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sheji.2017.08.001

Giacomolli, D. (2024). Global Evil, Technology, and the Alienation of Reality in William Gibson’s
Neuromancer (1984). Abusdes, (24). https://doi.org/10.12957/abusoes.2024.81839

Huebert, D. (2015). Species Panic: Human Continuums, Trans Andys, and Cyberotic Triangles in Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?. Transgender studies quarterly, 2(2), 244-260.
https://doi.org/10.1215/23289252-2867481

Huxley, J. (2015). Transhumanism. Ethics in Progress, 6(1), 12-16. 10.14746/eip.2015.1.2

Jacobson, B.R. (2016). Ex Machina in the garden. Film Quarterly, 69(4), 23-34.
https://doi.org/10.1525/1q.2016.69.4.23

Kraftchick, S. J. (2015). Bodies, selves, and human identity: A Conversation Between Transhumanism and
the Apostle Paul. Theology today, 72(1), 47-69. https://doi.org/10.1177/0040573614563530

Malhado, A. (2020). Constructing an Audiovisual Language Through (Social) Media Convergence: Ghost
in the Shell, Musical SYMBOLS. My Kind of Sound: Popular Music and Audiovisual Culture,
172.

https://doi.org/10.67050/1JEE/V1512/1JEE262021 | www.ijee.org


https://doi.org/10.1386/ejac_00128_1
https://doi.org/10.46655/federgi.947009
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118584194.ch22
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351139885-18
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sheji.2017.08.001
https://doi.org/10.12957/abusoes.2024.81839
https://doi.org/10.1215/23289252-2867481
https://doi.org/10.14746/eip.2015.1.2
https://doi.org/10.1525/fq.2016.69.4.23
https://doi.org/10.1177/0040573614563530

International Journal of English and Educationig2
ISSN: 2278-4012, Volume:15, Issue:2, June 2026

Mirenayat, S. A., Bahar, 1. B., Talif, R., & Mani, M. (2017). Beyond human boundaries: Variations of
human transformation in science fiction. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 7(4), 264.
http://dx.doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0704.04

Posthumus, S. (2020). Posthuman conjectures: animal and ecological sciences in Marie Darrieussecq’s
Dystopian fiction. Dalhousie French Studies, (115), 41-54. https://doi.org/10.7202/1067883ar

Straetz, J. (2017). The struggle of being alive: Laboring bodies in Paolo Bacigalupi’s The Windup
Girl. Current Objectives of Postgraduate American Studies, 18(1).
https://doi.org/10.5283/copas.279

Vint, S. (2022). Posthumanism and speculative fiction. In Palgrave handbook of critical

posthumanism (pp. 225-246). Cham: Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-04958-3 4

https://doi.org/10.67050/1JEE/V1512/1JEE262021 www.ijee.org


https://doi.org/10.5283/copas.279

