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Abstract: The present paper seeks to discuss the presentation of the Anthropocene epoch in the works of 

21st century cli-fi in terms of ecocriticism. The themes related to environmental issues that will be analyzed 

include environmental apocalypse, resource depletion, and techno-oppression. Dystopia in cli-fi will be 

viewed from the perspective of its importance in showing the impacts of environmental catastrophe. 

Moreover, by means of ecocritical analysis, this research intends to highlight the relationship between 

humans and nature, as well as the ethical implications associated with it. The importance of ecocritical 

approaches will also be explained by pointing out how climate fiction addresses both negative aspects and 

possible ways of solving environmental problems. Through the themes of survival, resilience, and 

sustainability, climate fiction becomes both a mirror and a voice that is used to address climate change. In 

terms of the discussion, the paper underlines the significance of including ecocriticism in literary studies 

as a means of gaining deeper insight on the challenges that the Earth has to face in the context of 

Anthropocene. Finally, the paper indicates possible areas for further investigation such as ecocriticism in 

combination with other approaches to literary theory, agency and hope in climate fiction, as well as 

comparison between various types of speculative literature in their depiction of social and ecological issues. 
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Introduction 

Anthropocene, a term that is used to denote the present geological age characterized by the dramatic 

influence of humans on the ecological systems and climatic conditions on earth, has turned out to be a 

major theme of modern literature (Whyte, 2018). With the growing environmental issues surrounding the 

Anthropocene, literature has assumed the task of both mirroring and questioning the anthropogenic forces 

at work in the future of the planet (Heise, 2019). Whether it is the rising sea levels, mass extinction and 

environmental degradation, the Anthropocene makes humanity aware of its contribution to the planetary 

change and calls upon the urgent discussions of the sustainability and justice, as well as the future of life 

on the planet (Gajewska, 2021). The period has therefore had a significant influence on literature, especially 

on climate fiction and dystopian prose, where speculative worlds are resonant with our own environmental 

crises (Clandfield, 2022; Tiaglova, 2025). 

Ecocriticism, the study of the connection between literature and the environment, presents a distinct 

perspective with the help of which the Anthropocene can be studied (Hatzisavvidou, 2025). Ecocriticism 

as a literary theory analyzes the representation of nature, environmental concerns, and relationships 

between people and the planet in texts, enabling readers to delve into the cultural, environmental, and 

ethical aspects of the Anthropocene (Whyte, 2018). Using an ecocritical approach to the analysis of literary 

texts, one might discover how writers depict the environmental issues of our era, provide not only warning 
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stories, but also a reflection on how these problems relate to power, social disparities, and human action 

(Basile, 2025). 

The aim of this paper is to address the significance of the Anthropocene being told in an ecocritical 

approach to climate fiction of the 21st century. This paper will reveal how climate fiction can be an 

important instrument in overcoming the ecological tragedies of the Anthropocene, and will show the ethical 

and environmental issues posed by considering the future by examining some of the most important texts 

in the genre. The paper will show the ways in which literature is a reflection of environmental destruction, 

as well as a way of projecting the future, through ecocritical readings, and making a strong argument in 

support of the importance of fiction in environmental consciousness and transformation. 

The paper is organized as follows: Section II deals with the depiction of the Anthropocene in literature. 

Section III discusses ecocritical approaches to climate fiction. Section IV talks about how writers chronicle 

the Anthropocene through ecocritical resources. Section V brings out dystopian aspects of climate fiction. 

Section VI is a conclusion and future research recommendations. 

The Anthropocene in Literature 

The Anthropocene in literature is depicted as an epoch of anthropogenic ecological disasters like 

climate change, pollution, and deforestation (Williams, 2017; Reinhard, 2021). The effects of unregulated 

human action are regularly emphasized in these works, and the authors are keen on underlining that the 

damage caused to ecosystems and the planet is irreversible. Writers often dwell on the mounting conflict 

between nature and human progress, and frequently depict nature as victim and silent observer of human 

activities. Literature through these depictions makes one think about the escalating environmental crisis 

and the effects of our activities on the generations to come. 

Major motifs and trends of climate fiction are usually environmental degradation, life after disasters, 

and environmental justice (Huber & Rodoreda, 2024; Kirkbride, 2025). The effects of the Anthropocene 

are reflected through motifs like apocalypse scenarios and the destruction of an ecosystem (Gibbons, 2021; 

Pajević, 2025). Through these themes, it is possible to discuss the moral issues of human responsibility to 

the environment and the difficulties of facing the ecological destruction. Also, the human cost of 

environmental destruction is frequently brought into the limelight, demonstrating how the disadvantaged 

populations are disproportionately impacted by climate change. These motifs assist readers in struggling 

with the social and ethical aspects of the Anthropocene (Novitz, 2023; Jones, 2018). 

Table 1 categorizes the recurring themes and motifs related to the Anthropocene in climate fiction, 

such as environmental collapse, ecological justice, and human-nature relationships. It gives examples of 

canonical texts, how climate fiction works with the wider impact of the Anthropocene, both in literature 

and in the environment. 
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Table 1: Themes and Motifs of the Anthropocene in Climate Fiction 

Theme/Motif Description Example Texts 

Environmental Collapse 

(Robinson, 2020; Pour & 

Gharehdaghi, 2023) 

Depicts the widespread destruction of 

ecosystems due to human actions. 

The Ministry for the 

Future, The Road 

Human-Nature Relationship 

(Robinson, 2020; Raschke, 2014) 

Examines how human activities impact 

the natural world and vice versa. 

The Ministry for the 

Future, MaddAddam 

Trilogy 

Survival and Resilience (Pour & 

Gharehdaghi, 2023; Sheppard, 

2019)) 

Focuses on human efforts to survive in a 

changed, hostile environment. 

The Road, The Water 

Knife 

Ecological Justice (Robinson, 

2020; Snyder, 2011) 

Explores issues of fairness and equality in 

response to environmental damage. 

The Ministry for the 

Future, Oryx and Crake 

Technological Impact (Raschke, 

2014; Snyder, 2011) 

Highlights the role of technology in 

exacerbating or alleviating environmental 

issues. 

MaddAddam Trilogy, 

Oryx and Crake 

Social Inequality (Sheppard, 

2019; Butler, 2020) 

Examines how climate change 

disproportionately affects marginalized 

groups. 

The Water Knife, The 

Parable of the Sower 

Climate fiction is an attempt by authors to create awareness of environmental factors through 

incorporating the issues in the story. These works make the readers acknowledge the urgency of climate 

change and its consequences on society by describing climate catastrophes and dystopian futures (Rezo, 

2024; Milner, 2020). Literature turns into the source of education, thinking, and taking action and makes 

environmental issues closer and more pressing to the reader. Combining fiction and reality, authors draw 

our attention to the multifaceted interrelationship between the human society and the environment. This is 

not only entertaining but also inspires the readers to take their part in solving the environmental crisis. 

Ecocritical Perspectives in Climate Fiction 

Overview of Ecocriticism as a Literary Theory 

Ecocriticism is a critical approach that explores the representation of nature and the environment in 

literature. It is concerned with the way humans relate with nature, and tends to interpret the cultural, ethical, 

and ecological aspects of such relationships. Ecocriticism aims to find out how literature is concerned with 

environmental issues, including climate change, sustainability, and environmental degradation, and how 

these are impacted on human conduct and social conventions. Another point that the theory suggests is a 

closer association between literature and ecological awareness, and it is to create awareness of 

environmental issues. 
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Figure 1: Ecocritical Analysis Flowchart 

Figure 1 shows the steps to follow sequentially during an ecocritical analysis of a text. It begins by 

identifying the text and selecting it, and then the environmental context is to be considered. It proceeds 

through the analysis of nature representation, human-nature relations, the identification of ecological 

themes and motifs, application of ecocritical theories and ends with a discussion of the environmental 

messages and implications in the text. This systematic method helps a reader to analyze literature in an 

ecocritical manner. 

How Ecocritical Perspectives Enhance Our Understanding of Climate Fiction 

The ecocritical approaches enable the reader to analyze climate fiction not merely as a fictional work 

but as a work that directly addresses the pressing environmental concerns. This way is to reveal the social, 

political, and ecological backgrounds of climate fiction and gain a deeper insight into the genre. Dwelling 

upon the depiction of nature, ecological disaster, and climate change, ecocriticism can expose the implied 

connotation of the Anthropocene and prompt the readers to think about the role of human beings in the 

destruction of nature. It also increases the interest of the reader to the ethical issues of climate fiction, i.e. 

sustainability, environmental justice and responsibility to the future. 

Ecocritical Analysis Flowchart 

Introduction to Text 

Identify and select text for analysis 

Environmental Context 

Consider historical and cultural and context 

Analysis of Nature Representation 

Examine portrayal of nature and environment 

Human-Nature Relationship 

Analyze interactions between humans and nature 

Themes and Motifs 

Identify ecological themes and symbols 

Critical Perspectives 

Apply ecocritical theories and concepts 

Implications & Conclusions 

Discuss environmental messages and impact 
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Examples of Ecocritical Readings of Popular Climate Fiction Works 

A critical ecocritical approach to popular climate fiction texts provides a reflection on how the texts 

are struggling to address environmental issues. As an example, the ecocriticism in the novel The Ministry 

for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson can emphasize how the issue of climate crisis management and 

ethical dilemmas of responding to climate change is explored in the novel. Likewise, in the MaddAddam 

Trilogy by Margaret Atwood, ecocriticism is an exploration of the results of genetic engineering and 

environmental destruction, and it is a challenge to the human domination of nature. These ecocritical 

readings demonstrate that climate fiction is a potent instrument of authoritarianism against current human 

views on the environment as it is employed by writers to criticize human behavior towards the environment, 

awakening awareness regarding climatic problems and encouraging people to take environmental action. 

Table 2: Ecocritical Reading of Popular Climate Fiction Works 

Climate 

Fiction Work 

Ecocritical Themes Key Motifs Example/Analysis 

The Ministry 

for the Future 

Global Climate Crisis, 

Environmental Justice 

Climate catastrophe, 

Human resilience 

Focuses on the ethical implications 

of climate change and the need for 

drastic action. 

The Road Survival, Human-

Nature Relationship 

Post-apocalyptic 

world, Isolation 

Explores human survival in a 

dystopian world after an 

environmental collapse. 

MaddAddam 

Trilogy 

Bioengineering, 

Environmental 

Collapse 

Genetic 

modification, 

Collapse of 

ecosystems 

Explores the consequences of 

genetic manipulation and 

ecological destruction. 

Oryx and Crake Environmental 

Degradation, Genetic 

Engineering 

Ethical implications 

of science 

Highlights the environmental 

consequences of technological 

advances and corporate greed. 

Table 2 summarizes the ecocritical themes and key motifs in popular climate fiction texts, such as The 

Ministry for the Future, The Road, and MaddAddam Trilogy. It also points out the way in which these 

works engage in ecocritical examination of environmental issues, demonstrating the ethical and 

environmental dilemmas of the Anthropocene. 

Narrating the Anthropocene through Ecocritical Perspectives 

How Authors Use Ecocritical Perspectives to Narrate the Anthropocene 

Ecocritical perspectives are employed by authors to tell the story of the Anthropocene by making 

environmental degradation and climate change the main focus of the narrative. With the help of these 

approaches, the literature not only represents the devastating outcomes of human activities, but also shows 

the ethical perplexities and socio-political conflicts that ensue in reaction to the ecological crisis. Climate 

fiction commonly describes the Anthropocene as a turning point in human history where characters and 

societies have to face systemic breakdown of ecosystems, climate disasters and the disappearance of 

biodiversity. Ecocritical themes that authors can integrate include ecological justice, sustainability and how 

people need to undertake collective responsibility, leading readers to comprehend the intricacies of human 

nature relationships in the Anthropocene. 
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How Ecocritical Readings Deepen Our Understanding of the Anthropocene 

Ecocritical readings enhance our thinking about the Anthropocene by exploring the ways in which 

literature is used to depict the interconnection of environmental, social and economic systems. These texts 

discuss the way in which climate fiction can be both a caution and a call to arms, showing how ecological 

collapse has profoundly impacted people, social groups, and the entire world. Ecocriticism reveals cultural 

and political forces influencing the Anthropocene by emphasizing the themes of natural resource 

exploitation, environmental inequality, and the moral accountability to future generations. This critical 

approach allows the readers to work with the greater story of environmental crisis and discuss how 

literature can be used to question the existing paradigms and suggest solutions to environmental problems. 

Implications of Narrating the Anthropocene through Ecocritical Perspectives 

The expression of the Anthropocene in ecocritical terms has great consequences both to literature and 

society. By invoking the Anthropocene in an ecocritical approach, authors align with the increasing 

literature on the environment that seeks to make a difference in the public mind regarding climate change 

and environmental sustainability. This literary device enables readers to reflect on the moral aspects of their 

personal behaviors towards nature, noting the impact of not taking action and the necessity to take care of 

the climate crisis. Moreover, the ecocritical stories may be used to empower the readers to visualize other 

futures and provide hope with the stories of the survival, renewal, and the restoration of nature. Through 

this perspective of narrating the Anthropocene, authors are able to not only raise awareness, but they are 

also able to inspire individuals to act to make the world less selfish and more sustainable and just. 

Dystopian Elements in 21st Century Climate Fiction 

Dystopian Themes in Climate Fiction 

In climate fiction of the 21st century, the idea of dystopia has frequently become the main part of the 

story, where the future is destroyed by the disasters caused by the environment. These narratives are often 

concerned with the impact that unregulated human action has, e.g. global warming, pollution, and natural 

resource depletion. A common feature in these fictional worlds is the destruction of large-scale society, 

including rising sea levels, extreme weather and mass displacement. The destruction of the ecosystems and 

the disintegration of the social institutions are typical tropes, which depict a bleak future of the world in a 

post-climate disaster. Dystopian genre is an effective means of demonstrating the worst scenarios of the 

Anthropocene, providing readers with a bleak picture of what the future may bring in case the current 

trends of environmental degradation are not put under control. 

In figure 2, Climate Fiction and Dystopian Prose are compared in terms of the main aspects such as 

focus, setting, themes, tone and purpose. Climate fiction is a genre with environmental concerns, 

adaptation, and sustainability set in a near-future Earth context, to raise awareness and motivate action. 

Conversely, the dystopian prose is characterized by authoritarian cultures, surveillance and control, and 

has a darker and negative emphasis, intended to criticize societal and political systems. This chart is a 

visual comparison between these two genres, which depicts the difference between them in terms of themes 

and their narrative. 
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Figure 2: Comparison of Climate Fiction and Dystopian Prose 

Dystopian Elements Portraying the Anthropocene 

Dystopian elements in climate fiction help authors to build the world in which the impact of the 

Anthropocene is vividly described. These factors are scarcity of resources, environmental degradation, and 

social inequality, which are used to point to the implications of the climate change that have extensive 

effects. Dystopian worlds can be characterized by societies that are struggling to survive due to disastrous 

environmental events like massive starvation, a scarcity of water or the breakdown of political institutions. 

With such elements, writers highlight the urgency of the need to combat the climate crisis, and the dystopian 

setting demonstrates what could possibly occur in case the global community does not act. These tales 

serve as warnings to the reader, reminding them of the possibilities of environmental and societal collapse 

and thinking about the measures to be taken to prevent such a collapse. 

 

Figure 3: Breakdown of Dystopian Themes in Climate Fiction 

VS. CLIMATE FICTION DYSTOPIAN PROSE 

FOCUS 

Environmental issues and climate 

change 

SETTING 

Oppressive societies, totalitarian 

regimes 

 

SETTING 

Near-future Earth 

THEMES 

Control, surveillance, loss of 

freedom 

 

THEMES 

Adaptation, sustainability, ecological 

impact  

TONE 

Dark and pessimistic 

PURPOSE 

Raise awareness and inspire 

action 

 

PURPOSE 

Critique societal and political 

issues 
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Figure 3 plots the distribution of dystopian themes in climate fiction and shows that Environmental 

Collapse (23.6%), Technological Oppression (17.0%), Loss of Humanity (17.0%) and other important 

themes such as Authoritarian Regime (17.0%), Surveillance and Control (14.2%), and Social and Inequality 

(11.3%) are dominant. The chart is an interesting analysis of how these themes reveal the impact of the 

anthropocene in the climate fiction storylines. 

The Role of Dystopia in Anthropocene Narratives 

Dystopia is an essential part of the development of the stories concerning the Anthropocene because 

it dramatizes the environmental and social dangers of inaction. These stories compel the readers to address 

the climate crisis by visualizing a future where it has been profoundly impacted by environmental 

destruction. The survival of humans in dystopian literature is often presented as a fight against the 

insurmountable, demonstrating the psychological and social effects of the life in the world devastated by 

climate change. Other themes in these stories are those of environmental justice, frequently on how the 

most vulnerable groups are disproportionately impacted by environmental collapse. Dystopian stories 

influence the form of the collective understanding of the Anthropocene because they render the impact of 

the environmental deterioration practical and close to the reader, calling them to consider their personal 

impact on the creation of future and the necessity of immediate intervention to resolve the current crisis. 

Conclusion 

The current work has discussed the representation of the Anthropocene period in climate fiction in the 

twenty-first century through an ecocritical perspective. The work has discussed how writers employ the 

idea of dystopia in their writing to describe the impacts of environmental deterioration. This has been done 

by considering the most significant tropes employed by authors such as environmental breakdown, 

depletion of resources, and social inequality. An ecocritical approach has been used to examine the 

connection between humans and nature, along with ecological themes, in the works under discussion, 

highlighting the importance of creating environmental awareness and taking necessary steps. Through an 

ecocritical perspective, climate fiction not only mirrors the ongoing environmental predicament, but it is 

also used as a mode of advocacy that stresses the need for sustainability and environmental justice. The 

future study might revolve around examining the connection between ecocriticism and other literary 

approaches, including postcolonialism and feminism, which will enable researchers to understand how 

climate fiction engages in issues relating to social and environmental justice from a cross-cultural 

perspective. Moreover, a detailed analysis can be done regarding the portrayal of hope and agency in 

climate fiction literature in relation to the increasing climate crisis. The comparative study between climate 

fiction, dystopian fiction, utopian fiction, and science fiction could reveal interesting insights about 

literature as the mirror of environmental consciousness. 
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