International Journal of English and Educationjjiez

ISSN: 2278-4012, Volume:4, Issue:4, October 2015

A Quest for Positivity through Negativity in Death of a Salesman
KAMLESH
Department of English
C.R.M. Jat College Hisar,Haryana(India)

ABSTRACT: Death of a Salesman is basically a novel aboutlittes of those people who are
living a double meaning life. Arthur Miller creatés Willy a typical member of middle class
with negativity of middle class pressures. Willyrlam the aging salesman loves his family but is
unable to satisfy his own dream. He is a psycholdgtudy: self deluding, a man unable to
guest positivity through negativity. He discoveosipvity in a remembered past and imaginary
life, an existence dramatically different from tree he is living and in which he feel imprisoned.
He follows the American dream of success throudhepreneurship. He believes that if a
person is well liked and has an attractive persdpahe will be successful in business. Willy's
American dream of financial success is in fact lagdalream. It describes the problems of the
common man and his conflicts and struggles witlespto achieve the dream.
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INTRODUCTION

Death of a Salesmais basically a novel about the lives of those peogho
are living a double meaning life. They have aim batdirection. Willy Lowman is the central
character about whom the story revolves. He hasaadeonly desire to be a successful salesman.
Not only Willy but also his two sons Happy, andfRlésire to make more money, to have their
own business, and to enjoy a vacation house.

Miller wrote Death of a Salesmaas a short story at the age of seventeen whilevdse
working for his father's company. The play basedsbn major characters. Willy Loman the
aging salesman loves his family but is unable tsfyahis own dream. Linda Loman, Willy’s
love, long-suffering wife; enables his delusion#ff Boman; the eldest son of Willy Loman;
bemused about his place and purpose in life; desowilly’'s affair. Happy Loman; the
younger son of Willy Loman; is ready to perpetuatidly’s dreams. Charley generous neighbor,
Willy’s only friend, frequently offers support big knocked back by Willy. Bernard friend to
Biff is Charley’s son who has become a very sudaoédawyer. Ben, Willy’'s dead brother,
idolized by him, made his fortune in Africa. Howanhgner, the son of the former owner of the
Wagner Company. Miss Frances is the secretary @fodWilly’s clients, the woman in Boston
with whom Willy has an affair. And Litta and Mis@isyth, the two women that Happy picks up
in the restaurant, are the minor characters. fiossible to say that the play is all about the
American Dream, lllusion vs. Reality.
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Willy Loman, a 63 year old salesman workomg commission. His wife Linda, a smiling
house wife throughout the day and has two growrnshwgmed Biff and Happy. Willy is a
salesman by profession and when he was an aduttathéwo options to live his life. On one
hand he had the choice to live in his countrysiae t® work outdoors and on the other hand the
possibility to live in the city and earn money the businessman named Dave Singleman was
the person who motivated his life. Willy was thaipressed by the fact that Dave Singleman is
famous and people praised and liked him all over ¢buntry and that he had drummed
merchandise in Singleman. Willy believes that he faund the secret to success and being
praised and liked by getting a work in a sellingifias Dave Singleman.

Arthur Miller creates in Willy a typical mdyar of middle class with negativity of middle
class pressures. He is a psychological study: dadliding, a man unable to quest positivity
through negativity. In fact he is at the bottomtloé capitalistic world. Willy is a salesman by
profession. He creates a theory involving persat@bctiveness and being well-liked. He has
firm faith that if a person is well-liked and hageat deal of attractiveness, then all doors will
automatically be opened for him.

DETAILED ANALYSIS

In Death of a SalesmanWilly Loman discover positivity in a
remembered past and imaginary life, an existenamditically different from the one he is living
and in which he feel imprisoned. The quest for fpasy through negativity has become a need
to escape. This hunger for positivity is a main ponent to define his identity in a society that
keeps evolving without ever slowing down.When tRirsgeem to close in on Willy, he starts
thinking about his brother Ben who stands as amelafor Willy. “That man was a genius that
man was success incarnate!” Ben stands for evegtiihat Willy is not. Ben was the
adventurous person who ran away from home and aftew years came back and was rich. He
first went to Africa before following his fatherjgath to Alaska. He is the man who had once
come by to see Willy and who had suggested to Wiibt there was great opportunity for an
aggressive and adventurous man in the forest cfkalaBut this was some time ago, and Willy
could not go because he had told so many peoeabeut his great future with the Wagner
Company. In fact Willy, like his son Happy, remainsthe East and accepts the myth of the
salesman as represented by Dave Singleman indlge\plilly wants to be like Dave Singleman
who “without ever leaving his room, made his livin@3), Dave Singleman represents the
supposed quintessential myth of success that \Wditlyes himself to follow.

Willy follows the American dream of succebsough entrepreneurship. He believes that if a
person is well liked and has an attractive perstyndle will be successful in business. Mostly all
critics assert that the play shows the idea idsefane, and therefore the American dream is a
false dream. According to Brooke AtkinsoDeath of a Salesmadescribes the dream’s
helplessness to the play’'s protagonist, Willy Lom&a him, Willy’s belief that success can be
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obtained through personality is not logical, foravlseems logical in pursuing success, in this
regard, is to sell a product of a good quality. idmarks that Willy has always believed that
success comes to those who are ‘well liked.” Hesdus appear to be much concerned about the
quality of the product he is selling. His custombtsg/, he believes, because they like him—
because he is hale and hearty and a good manok#g.

It is possible to say thBieath of a Salesmamplay about dreams. In fact, Willy dreams have
two types - the American dream, i.e. the businessess dream and the rural dream. Moreover
Willy does not only fail to achieve the businessemss dream, but he also fails the substitute of
this dream, that is, to maintain his job. The dressra quest for positivity through negativity is
embodied in Willy Loman who dreams two types of fmerican dream: ‘the business-urban
success dream’ in which Willy sees himself as acessful tycoon, and ‘the rural agrarian
dream’ which brings forth Willy’s romantic-escapigttions of a life of communion with nature.
For the success dream, Willy's models are Davel&man (the perfect ex-salesman), Charley
(the friendly neighbor), and Uncle Ben. Further W&l boss Howard’s single minded pursuit of
‘success’ has turned into a monster, he is Wilig=al. One cause of Willy’s remorse is that he
is a failure in the quest of this substitute ofraasn—a failure in his own, as well as in his
family’s eyes.

Moreover the two dreams, i.e. the businessess dream and the rural agrarian dream, are
used to emphasize the inner life of Willy who wishe be greater than him. In fact Willy’s
rural-agrarian dream is a sort of safety valve tihdvaw from the harsh realities of failure in the
pursuit of the success dream. The two sources ty'8Viemorse are two effects of the success
dream, one is direct, i.e. his own failure, and oiger is indirect, i.e. Biff's failure. The first
source of Willy Loman’s is the failure of his ‘siess’ dream. Over a long life of illusions, Willy
makes one false move after another in quest otipidgithrough negativity i.e. easy success.
The second source is perhaps the more painfulhthbgs failed his children.

Willy’s American dream of financial succassn fact a false dream. This false dream has
destroyed Willy and his son, Biff. In order to amle success he [Willy] must ‘sell’ himself. But
Willy cannot succeed. This failure states thatshe failure in life. The American dream is full of
the false notion on which the dream seems to dependn being well liked and personality.
The American dream of success and wealth is nothutgselling the self. Willy and his sons
build their dreams according to the American dreBren Willy realizes the illusory nature of
the American dream is not clear at the end of thg.p

In fact Miller is deeply concerned with sdaealities. He studies the impact of these resiti
on human beings while they seek to find a meanlnggistence. It is possible to say that the
death of Miller’'s salesman is symbolic of the br@akn of the whole concept of salesmanship
inherent in the American society. For more thatyfgears Willy has striven to be a success and
has tried to pass on his ideas to his sons. Willijfection in life has been fixed by ideas to
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which he has been exposed throughout his life, ftbenend of the last century up until this
moment.

Miller himself believes that Willy rejectss natural talent of working with his hands and
believes only in his dream of business succesdld. iWilly’'s wife, praises, over his grave, that
‘He [Willy] was so wonderful with his hands.’(30) illy’'s negligence of his own natural ability
of working with his hands is partly the responsipibf the society. Willy Loman might have
been a superb craftsman, but he is forced by theadds of a mechanized world to provide all
the things to his family.

When “Death of a salesman” is written, thatiod was time of business prosperity and an
era of financial prosperity for Americans. Howewveven in such immense transform action, the
classic American faith in individualism was stilggent in the minds of a lot of people. Willy
character faces this quandary exactly. He continod=lieve in “old faith” rather than to face
him with the new business culture. Willy had expeded many successes in his work as a
salesman living a life of luxury because he haskedrhard. But as the play goes on, Willy
began to think himself as a failure in differentdons of life because he cannot understand the
new business climate he faces. Willy describesgtoblem to his wife Linda in the play.

One of the main reasons that make Willy carobtain the change the time is because he
believes that one can achieve success in the lssswerld by being well-like and an imposing
personality. Willy tells this idea to his son Bd#tlvising him that being well-liked is the only way
for success. We understand that Willy wishes hmilfato be successful, especially his two
boys, Biff and Happy. His aim in life is to liveelAmerican Dream like his businessman turned
out that he is still searching to find himself. 3lig what disappoints Willy and makes him feel
ashamed about this and believes that deep insatehéhis responsible for Biffs choices in life
and his failure to be successful. Further Biff kiéscovered Willy's affair that causes Willy to
lose his son’s love and respect. This affair h&isdedeep impression on Biff's mind, and has
changed the relationship between father and sdhirBats Willy in a way that shows he does
not have any respect for him. Biff's behaviour to#sgWilly's order denotes that he does not
have any love or respect for his father; otherniisevould not dare say so. The fact is that, he
has lost respect for his father since the momeribtied him with that woman in Boston. When
he felt that his father was betraying his mother,chstigated Willy. Willy not only loses trust
and respect of his son, Biff but also loses hixcpes mind. Whenever he finds Linda mending
stockings, he feels guilty, because he used tolgivda’s stockings to his woman in Boston. It is
easy to say that Willy feels nervous when he fitléds stockings in Linda’s hands. This shows
that he is sorry about what he had done.

Another reason that makes him disturbs is Weilaging. By getting older he can’t do the
things he wanted to do. He is not earning enougheydo support his dream and his wife.
Being 60 years old disturbs his work because getsng too old for the traveling and he is not
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the salesman he once was. He asks his boss farnaopon and the boss fires him, so, this
situation ruins Willy’s pride. The last reasonhe tconflict between Willy and Biff. Biff tells him
that he failed to be a good father. This staterhasttotally broken him down and he feels that
his life is totally finished.

Willy’'s dreams and quest seem to be righgflilis. That is, no one can force him to leave
dream and to estimate his abilities and charatiemtay he likes. Further Willy’s dreams and
self-image are turned against him. Biff's hatredl amsrespect for Willy’'s Boston affair made
him lose his son’s love and respect as well asgpeémind. All this negativity makes him lose
sight of his true abilities and set his sights alsé prestige and popularity. In order to achieve
these qualities, Willy indulges in lies and pretens. At last when he fails to make himself and
his family successful he kills himself in order mmaintain the illusion that he has scarified
himself to give Biff the money to fulfill his dreanRibkoff comments, “Driven by shame, he
kills himself in order to present his dreams ofnlgeiwell liked’ and a successful father and a
salesman” (48). Willy has firmed faith that sintevas his decision to kill himself, he has won
control over his guilt and shame. Willy fails todanstand that his illusion of success was a lie
when he commits suicide. A quest of positivity thgh negativity is another major theme in the
play of Arthur Miller because Loman family is alhable to separate reality from illusion to
some degree.

CONCLUSION

In “Death of a Salesman” all tHearacters are struggling with their subjective
nature. All the characters are not united, butex@mg on his or her personal struggles. Willy and
his failures, Happy and his narcissism, and Bifftmhis emotional paralysis. Even Linda shows
more of a subjective than substantive nature aswsltges about the ways for appeasing the
family.Miller talked about many pressures that mitaracters into action. The economic
pressures include the race for money, keeping dip the neighbors, desperate expectations of
fulfill an American dream of happiness, serene agplendent. All in allDeath of a Salesman
is one among the plays that makes a qémsipositivity through negativitylt describes the
problems of the common man and his conflicts aneygtes with society to achieve the dream.
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