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ABSTRACT: The paper examined the language policy in Nigdtiaeviewed the inception of
English language in Nigeria, and discovered thadtas been the official language of Nigeria, the
language of business and education for more thandecades. The paper took a critical look at
the desire to introduce three indigenous languagesnely, Hausa Yoruba and Igbo including
French in the face of the dwindling standard of Exgylish language in the country. In order to
forestall retrogression in the country, the papencludes that the lapses in both spoken and
written English should be given a remedial attemt@t all levels, and teachers of English
language should be trained and retrained. Also,IlBhdanguage should be allowed to enjoy the
status of a second language in Nigeria, due itbalstatus.

INTRODUCTION

The English language was introduced into Nigeriaufh the missionaries from Britain, who

came to evangelize Nigeria. What followed the eedimgtion was colonization. That meant that,
the country was to be administered which could ohb possible through a common language.
Aghesi and Abamgbose in Ufomata (1996), note thatrounication among people with diverse
languages was going to be difficult without a commanguage. Consequently, the English
language became Nigeria’s second language.

After Nigeria gained independence, the languagéimeed to enjoy a prominent status. This was
because according to Kachru (1986), competencagtidh language had a lot of advantages as
the language stood as a symbol of modernizatioomidfa (1996) observes that the English
language has a wider geographical spread than fiulgeoindigenous languages in Nigeria.
Today, the language functions as the language bigso business and education. It is the
official language of the country. Boots (1981) sit$eto the fact that English language is regarded
as the language of science and technology.

It is the realization of this fact that the Fedemall state Government invest their resources in
order to produce the needed manpower in essentigéc like English language as well as
Mathematics. Ufomata (1996), and David-West (1988)¢e that a credit at O’level English is a
prerequisite to gaining admission into any tertiamgtitution. The English language is also
introduced a subject from first year in secondaschool. A use of English course is
compulsorily done by first year students in tegtianstitutions. It is also the language of
instruction in the educational milieu as a whole.
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ENGLISH IN NIGERIA

Ali (2003:1), reporting “on the health of the lirgfranca” asserts that four decades after
independence, the standard of English is still pagth problems in grammar, structure, and
writing. He report that both the private sectod @he government is seeking a way out of the
prevailing situation. The British Council accorditg him, has offered to assist through the
internet and radio broadcast; although, one doése® the feasibility of much success in that
kind of training that is not one-on-one, in a coynwith a limited access to the internet, and a
high level of poverty. Also, such training does matorporate the teachers of English language,
which would have been an issue of training thenena.

The role Language plays in communication is guit@luable. Language is capable of bringing
about social interaction. National cohesion, areservation of culture. That is why the Federal
Government in sectionl, subsection 10 of the Nati®wolicy on Education, third edition stated
that:

........ Every child shall learn the language of thenediate environment. Furthermore,
in the interest of national unity, it is expedi¢imat every child shall be required to learn
one of the three Nigerian languages Hausa, Igbo #onduba. For smooth interaction
with our neighbor, it is desirable for every Nigamni to speak French. Accordingly,
French shall be the second official language iné¥i@, and it shall be compulsory in
schools.

Suggesting this policy in the face of the dwindlisigndard of English Language is seen by
David-West (1993) as confusing. One wonders thedevis of introducing other official
languages, more than twenty years after indeperddrus paper thought that the ideal thing
would have been a clear policy to improve the saashdf spoken and written English in Nigeria,
since it has been functioning as a second langfaage long time. The paper is skeptical about
the hasty introduction of three indigenous langsaged another foreign language to function as
the second official language in Nigeria.

THE WAY FORWORD

It is pertinent to note that there is nothing wrandearning the language of ones environment,
especially for the families of the educated elitelsp prefer communicating in English language,
to communicating in their mother tongue (LI). AROO3), notes that though, such parents
communicates with their children in English langeidgecause they desire an early exposure to
English language, it is expedient for then to alsmmunicate with their children in their mother
tongue. Such teaching can be done naturally, sveean not train teachers for all the four
hundred (400) languages in Nigeria.
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According to Ufomata (1996), Nigeria had about fobundred (400) languages, that was why the
English language was introduced, to serve as commeemns of interaction. It is therefore not
clear how the introduction of Hausa, Igho and Yarachn make for national unity.

The reality is that immediately one chooses anythef three languages, one automatically
excludes oneself from speakers of the other twguages. It is also not very easy to learn the
three languages. Consequently, national cohesiah wamty cannot be achieved by the
introduction of three Nigerian languages. Awobul(B006) notes that the teaching of three (3)
major languages as second language has not hapelseadhere. It is an innovation that appears
confusing.

Nigeria has several neighbors. Looking at the wankp, and west Africa in particular, it may
not be a bad ideal to learn to interact with anyoof neighbours; however, the compulsion
attached to this policy, spurs one to want to datcethe preparedness of government in terms of
human and material resources to implement theyolic

At present, a comprehensive statistics of the nurobErench teachers and books in the country
may not be available; nevertheless, consideringctiadlenges posed by the policy, it appears
that they may not be adequate. This is because, teeemuch propagated indigenous languages
have a long way to go in terms of human and mateggources. Awobuluyi, notes that, even
among the three Nigerian languages, only Yorubabwmmast of enough teachers. According to
him, although French had existed as an electivesean secondary school curriculum, since it is
a foreign language, pupils do not readily find nlede interact with on a daily basis; therefore,
it is difficult for it to grow beyond the chalkbahr

SUMMARY

The ability to make a viable language policy is tesire of every country including Nigeria.
Looking at the role language plays in the commuiooa social interaction, national cohesion
etc, education and language experts should begappoeciate the oblivious implications of the
trends in the issue of Nigerians language poliayglish Language, three indigenous languages
on one hand and French on the other hand.

CONCLUSION

The paper traced the origin of the commencemeEBngfish language as the official language in
Nigeria. It also ascertained the fact that theafdeénglish language in this capacity had lasted for
more than four decades. The fact also remainsBhglish language is occupying a high status
globally; therefore, the federal government of Migeshould re-examine its language policy
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RECOMMENDATIONS

This paper is of the view that to forestall reteggion as a result of what we may term a ‘shaky’
language policy in Nigeria, both spoken and writigglish should be given a remedial attention
at all levels. Also, teachers of English langualgeutd be trained and retrained, while English
language should be allowed to enjoy the status eéand language in Nigeria, without any
rivalry. This indeed could be a step in the riginéction.
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