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Abstract: This study suggests that the spread of Englishenatorld involves not only the effect

of policy making and education practices but alse subtle influence of discourses regarding
English. It focuses on the discourse of Englishcatian in the beginning of the 21st century
when English education at elementary level was &bps an important language-in-education
policy in non-English East Asian countries suciragvan (Nunan, 2003; Ho and Wong, 2003).
By presenting a textual analysis of the discurpiraetices on English education at that time, the
ideological character of the English language iniwan is investigated. Through the

employment of Critical Discourse Analysis and bwlgring how English is presented in the
educational document, it examines the presentaimh construction of discourses on English.
This research suggests that discourses concernimgligh in Taiwan are conditioned by the

external global structure and Taiwan’s socio-cuticontext. Through discourses regarding
English education for elementary and junior highaals, the ideology of English consequently
functions as part of the mechanisms involved irgtbbal spread of English.

Key words: English education in Taiwan, discourses of EngliShtical discourse analysis, the
ideology of English

Introduction

The spread of English in Taiwan involves not orihe teffect of policy making and
education practices but also the subtle influerfcdigcourses regarding English. As Eagleton
(1994) and Lull (2000) suggest, ideology, as aesysof ideas expressed in communication, is
shaped by as well as shaping our actions. Idedhagypersuasive force only when these ideas
can be represented and communicated. The mass aretlall other large-scale institutions play
a vital role in the circulation of ideologies. Acdong to this assumption, the system of ideas
about English is conditioned by as well as conditig the social situation in the process of
communication. The values, predispositions andntatens towards the English language in
Taiwan are embedded and thus identifiable in tisealirses produced by cultural institutions
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including the mass media, the education systenttedovernment, and this is the focus in this
study.

In the past few decades, the spread of Englismilegihas been growing dramatically not
only because of globalization, but also due toradéumental change of perception and learning
culture toward the English language. English idamger regarded as a foreign language, but a
necessary instrument for international communicatiad globalization. English education at
elementary level has been adopted as an impodagtiage-in-education policy in non-English
East Asian countries such as Taiwan, Japan andchS¢artea since the turn of the century
(Nunan, 2003; Ho and Wong 2003). By presentingtutd analysis of the discursive practices
on English education at that time, this study itigeses the ideological character of the English
language in Taiwan. It focuses on the prevailingeb® values and propositions relating to
English education and English as a global languaglee country. By analyzing how English is
presented in the educational document and newsrtsepb examines the presentation and
construction of discourses and explores publicrapsions regarding the English language and
English education. First, 1 look at the developmeitelementary and secondary English
education in Taiwan. In the second part, the madloggical background of this research is
illustrated. Techniques of discourse/text analysisl Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) are
employed in the texts where appropriate. The mettodchnd controversies regarding CDA and
the rationale of text selection in this researah farther explained in this section. Finally, the
construction of discourses concerning English ateblogical assumptions regarding English
education and the English language in Taiwan isstigated.

Elementary and Secondary English Education in Taiwan

In Taiwan’s education system, English is a compylsabject in the junior high schools, the
senior high schools and the first year of collegesl 1993. Furthermore, English has become a
part of the curriculum in elementary schools si2@81.

English Education at Elementary L evel

Although English was officially taught as a subjecelementary schools in September 2001,
the issue of teaching English at elementary leael heen discussed since 1969 (Shu, 1970). In
1987, the lifting of Martial Law not only revitakzl the role of native languages but also
stimulated discussion of the extension of Englislucation at elementary level. Before the
official implementation of English education, Ersfjlihad been offered as an extra-curricular
activities in elementary schools in Taipei City1f893, and was officially implemented in the
elementary curriculum in 1998 (Chan, 2004).

As an important component of educational reformsirgg to foster national competitiveness
and the overall quality of citizens’ livegshe General Guideline of Grade One to Nine
Curriculum of Elementary and Junior High School Edtionwas announced by the Ministry of
Education in 1998. It included English educatiorthie curriculum at elementary level (MOE,
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1998). In the following year, English instructionasv implemented in over one hundred
elementary schools nationwide on a trial basis.ofdiog tothe Temporary Guidelines of Grade
One to Nine Curriculum of Elementary Educati@nglish education was implemented in the
fifth and the sixth grade of elementary school2@®1 and was officially extended to the third
and the fourth grade in 2005. However, many locakegnments, such as Taipei City, Kaohsiung
City, Tainnan City, Hualien County, Taiuan Counhdaraichung City, have already introduced
English education in all grades of the elementanyiculum (Dai, 2002). This is because, in the
new curriculum, school subjects are integrated $®een learning areaand local governments
and schools are entitled to decide how to assign ‘dlternative learning periods’ in each
learning area in order to organize activities oplement curriculum according to specific
circumstances and the needs of students. Englishitey has become a popular choice and has
been introduced to lower grades in elementary dshafanany counties or cities.

The goals of English teaching in Grade 1-9 curtioulare (1) to help students develop basic
communication skills in English; (2) to cultivateudents’ interest in and develop in them a
better method of learning English; (c) to promadtedents’ understanding of local and foreign
cultures and customs (MOE, 2000). The new Englisticulum adopts the principles of the
communicative approach. This pedagogical emphasinglish education at elementary level in
Grade 1-9 Curriculum is more focused on develogtglents’ listening and speaking ability
while junior high school concentrates on developamgl integrating the four skills in English
including listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Following the implementation of the new curriculuthe textbook used at both elementary
and junior high levels is no longer the unified ioa&l edition. Different sets of textbooks,
developed by private publishers, but examined appraved by the National Institute of
Compilation and Translation (NICT), are availabde feachers’ selection. There are currently
over ten sets of NICT approved English textbooksfementary schools on the market

English Education at Secondary L evel

There are two levels of secondary education in &aivyunior high schools and senior high
schools. English is a required subject at bothltegad three to six hours per week are allocated
to it.

The curriculum of English education at both junigh and senior high levels follows the
principles of the communicative approach. The gadilthe English curriculum at junior high
level are stated as (1) to help students develmic danguage skills in listening, speaking,

! Grade 1-9 curriculum includes seven major leaymireas: Language Arts, Health and Physical Ecarzafocial
Studies, Arts and Humanities, Mathematics, SciemzeTechnology, and Integrative Activities (MOE983.

2 These textbooks were published by private pubtishéelementary reference and text books in Taistah as
Kang Hsuan Educational Publishing Group, Nan-I Boaikd Han-Lin Publishing Co., major children’s ELT
franchises in Taiwan such as Hess Educational Qrgtéon, Kid Castle Educational Corporation andaBe
English, and professional ELT publishers such ase@wooks and Pearson Education.
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reading and writing; (2) to cultivate students’eirgsts in learning English and develop correct
learning habits and methods; and (3) to promotdestis’ understanding of local and foreign
cultures (MOE, 1994). At the senior high level, mp@om developing student interests in
learning English, the emphasis is on learner-cedtess and learner strategies of language
learning (Chern, 2003). However, the reality intestanguage classrooms does not necessarily
match the goals of the English curriculum at jurfiogh and senior high level. The entrance
exams for senior high schools or vocational schaal$ the entrance exams for university have
led to more attention being given to structureqaied and text-driven teaching.

As mentioned above, at junior high school leveltieoks developed by private publishers
have been used since September 2001. The NICTagpienglish textbooks include editions
published by major textbook or ELT publishers sashKang Hsuan, Han-Lin, Nan-I, Hess and
Pearson. At senior high level, textbooks were dpHeged even earlier than at junior high level.
Since September 1999 senior high school teachars had the freedom to select teaching
materials from different sets of NICT-approved Esigl textbooks developed by private
publishers, such as Fare East Book, Lungteng Gljt8anMin Book and Nan-I.

Research M ethodology

As far as the ideology of English is concerned, ligpothesis proposed here is that there
exists a system of ideas about the English langeag®edded in social practices of Taiwanese
society through cultural institutions, e.g. the gowment. And discursive practices as the
linguistic aspect of the social order play a sigaifit role in the production and reproduction of
the ideology of English. Under these assumptiordiseussion of CDA as research method and
the rationale of text selection are explained ia section.

Critical Discourse Analysis as Research M ethod

Critical discourse analysis (CDA), with a partiquleterest in the relation between
language and power, regards ‘language as sociatigga(Fairclough and Wodak, 1997) and
considers the context of language use to be crucehguage as social practice is ‘a key
instrument in socialization, and the means whesagyety forms and permeates the individual’s
consciousness (Hodge and Kress, 1993: 1). Hodge lkress define the constructed
consciousness of the society as ideology — ‘a syaie body of ideas, organized from a
particular point of view’ (ibid, p.6). For CDA, idéogy is regarded as an important means of
establishing and maintaining power relations. Télationship of language and power where
‘language mediates ideology in a variety of soamstitutions’ (Weiss and Wodak, 2003: 14)
therefore is given considerable attention by CDAlgsts. For language is not powerful on its
own, rather it indicates, expresses, and evenarigdls power. It is thus important for CDA to
investigate the expressions and manipulations wepdy analyzing linguistic forms in context.

According to the aim and hypothesis of this redeatttat is, there is a need to investigate
the role of discursive practice in the maintenaotéhe predominant status of English and the
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ideological effects of discourses on the develognoéreLT in Taiwan. Here, CDA is a useful
instrument for analyzing the relations betweenEheglish language, power and ideology and is
therefore adopted for analyzing educational dissesiin order to investigate the cultural and
ideological meanings of English education in Taiwan

The Rationale of Text Selection

In terms of text selection, although every instantéanguage use can be a reflection of
social order, some instances such as educationaintents and media reports are more
influential due to the process of their productammd consumption. The assumption here is that
the texts created by official and cultural insitas can be regarded as manufactured and
significant discourses which produce, reproducectmllenge the existing power relations in
Taiwanese society and therefore are more influeatid prevailing at the socio-cultural level.
The selected texts include an extract from a dicanit educational document (Text 1, see
Appendix-1), Teachers’ Manual for English Language Teachingunidr High and elementary
Schools which manifests the rationale and methodologyEoflish language teaching at
elementary and junior high levels according to @rade 1-9 Curriculum, and a news article on
local practices of English education (Text 2, sgpéndix-2) which can be regarded as a local
response to the state English Education. These #gtselected because of their significance in
terms of Taiwan’s language-in-education policied ltal English education practices.

Analysis and Discussion
The Effectiveness of English Education and Global Competitiveness

Text 1 is an extract from th&eachers’ Manual for English Language Teaching in
Elementary and Junior High Schopishich is a practical guide to the Grade 1-9 Quitim in
English education and intends to provide teacheith directions and references in their
teaching. The Grade 1-9 Curriculum has been coreidas a radical change in Taiwan’s
education system, and the Teachers’ Manual as taetigal guide of implementation is a
reflection of this movement. Text 1 is located la beginning of th&eachers’ Manual for
English Language Teaching in Elementary and Jukigh Schoolslts functionis to state the
fundamental aim of the teachers’ manual, the rat®and the direction of English education.

In the Preface section, the first paragraph includes elements‘pobblem-solution’
discourse. According to Hoey (2001), the Problerusmn pattern contains the following
elements: Situation, Problem, Response or Solwiwh Positive Evaluation or Reslltn Text
1, sentence 1 provides the Situation of Englisia@wan’s education system. The Problem,

3 According to Hoey (2001), ‘Situation’ provides kgoound information. ‘Problem’ refers to negatiweakiation
of a Situation which invites a description of soiResponse’. The element of ‘Response’ refers talttseription of
something done to deal with the Problem and isneatessarily something that is successful in dealiitg the
Problem. And ‘Positive Result’ or ‘Positive Evalisst can be regarded as the final element to cotapibe
Problem-Solution pattern, which proves the ‘Respbtsbe a solution.
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which can be regarded as a negative evaluatioheoSituation and an aspect of the situation
requiring a Response, is stated in sentence 2 ahbe3e statements not only reflect the defects
of English education in Taiwan but also manifesaken-for-granted assumption, namely that
the effectiveness of English education is the fumelatal aim. As part of the ‘problem-solution’
discourse, the second paragraph of Rnefacesection provides the required Response to the
Problem. The rationale of English language teachingrade 1-9 Curriculum (sentence 4 and 5)
and the important role of teachers in the currisul(sentence 6 to 8) is presented as the
Response or Solution to the Problem, in order tovitwe teachers to follow the guidance and be
a part of this movement. And the Response is falbviby a Positive Evaluation/Result in
sentence 9 (e.gcreate meaningful and abundant learning situati@nd ‘earn how to apply
English integrally and flexibly to prove that the Response is in fact a Solutod therefore
completes the Problem-Solution pattern.

Rather than acquiring and reciting knowledge oflaage, cultivating basic communicative
ability is regarded ag7#% (4154 MIAET) (in sentence 4 cultivate mobile ability or ability
that can be transferréyl which is advocated as the aim of Grade 1-9 CuurouThe problems
of English learning are implicitly attributed to @ish teaching and teachers who are thus
designated as the key players in improving theasda of English learning and fulfilling the
teaching aims of English education in Grade 1-%iCuium. Under these assumptions, the aims
and the function of this teachers’ manual are resttiéegitimate. However, in fact, it could be
argued that teaching methods employed by teachers@ther the main cause nor the only
solution for the deficiencies of English learning Taiwan. Factors such as the exam system,
school system, students’ attitudes and participatiand teaching materials etc. are also
responsible for some of the problems of Englishcatan in Taiwan (see Chang, 2004; Wu,
1999).

In the part of thdirection of English Education in Elementary andhitir High Schoolsa
conventional tone of discourse is employed and pghgect of Cultivating Talent for E-
Generationin Taiwan Six-Year National Development Plan (2@@®8) is articulated as the
significant reference of the directions of Englestucation. Three discourses can be identified in
Text 1, i.e. a discourse of national planning areahpower, a discourse of the inevitability of
globalization and internationalization, and a digse of English as the global language for
international communication. The rewording[@f% (internationa) in this paragraph combined
with wordings such aseEk{li(globalizatior) and HiEk#¥(global village represent the main
focus or presupposition of the direction of Englestucation at the elementary and junior high
level. In this paragraph, through the use of notization (e.g. the trend of globalization
worldwidé, ‘the importance of Englisim international interactioh, and‘the dominant language
of international communication in areas of informat technology, business and higher
educatior) these assumptions are presupposed and Englisbagdn is considered as an
important resource in advanced modern societieesd Istatements reflect the nature of the
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globalized world and, in a way, provide us withemgral picture of how the teaching of English
is legitimized in Taiwan. And through a discourdenational planning and manpower and a
discourse of English as the global language faridtional communication, the importance and
necessity of effective English ability is reinfodce

L ocal English Education and the Anxiety of Deficiency

Text 2 (see Appendix-2) belongs to a series of mepon English education in elementary
schools in Miaoli County in the local news pagetted United Daily NewsAs featured news
reports in the local news page of Miaoli Countyesth news stories were produced by local
journalists and editors for their local residefitsis series included four reports (published from
28 to 31 August 2002) focusing on local practice&mglish education in Miaoli County at the
beginning of the second academic year. (Acadenmac g€elementary schools in Taiwan starts
in August and ends in July of next year.) The mt@pic concerned extending English instruction
in elementary schools. The headlines of the fopoms are as follows:

Report 1
MLy NEEABCELE, | RANHE 2 — /B NS

BRI T FRA SR A i &

Series of Teaching ABC in elementary schools of rural areas (1) — Phenomena in Miaoli elementary schools
The More Rurally the Area locates, The More Anxious the Parents

(United Daily News, 28 August 2002, p.18)
Report 2
M3/ NERABCER: | RIS .2 — /e (0 B D 2 B
b N ERA ST v AR R R YR
Series of Teaching ABC in elementary schools of rural areas (2) — Teaching characteristics and successful cases

Elementary Students in Shanghai Speak Fluent English, School Headteacher of Miaoli Elementary
School Envies Them

(United Daily News, 29 August 2002, p.18)
Report 3 (Text 2, see Appendix-2 for the whole text)
ML ML ABCEEL | RB s .2 = /Tt B SR

YRR IR AL

Copyright © International Journal of English and Education www.ijee.org



International Journal of English and Educationjiy

ISSN: 2278-4012, Volume:4, Issue:1, January 2015

Series of Teaching ABC in elementary schools of rural areas (3) — competition and effect
English Early rooted, Better Result

(United Daily News, 30 August 2002, p.18)
Report 4
Mg/ NERABCELER | RIS Z I Haat i
FHIEHE T R R 5 TN
Series of Teaching ABC in elementary schools of rural areas (4) — Review

Incentives Should Be Raised to Win over Qualified Teachers Teaching in Rural Areas

(United Daily News, 31 August 2002, p.18)

Text 2 is the third report in this series. Two loé theadlines of the reports use the comparative
sentences including 247 T FZEMEEEKEE (the headline of the first report of the
series,The More Rurally the Area locates, The More Anxithes Parents and #eq5 & F4L R
A& (the headline of the third repost, TexEnglish Early Rooted, Better Regulib show

a sense of comparison and competition in terms raflih education. They emphasize and
reinforce the correlation between rural area anmerga’ anxiety and between the early age of
learning English and effective results. Anotherigation of showing a sense of comparison and
competition can be found in the headline of ref@rBy headlining Elementary Students in
Shanghai Speak Fluent Englissghool Headteacher of Miaoli Elementary School Esvihem’

a contrast between English education in Shanghaiob the most developing cities in Mainland
China, and in Miaoli, a rural county in Taiwan, psesented. And wordings such H5E /i
‘anxious$ and 7<% ‘envy are used to show a general feeling or emotivetieas towards
English. The text conveys anxiety regarding theictlricy of English education and its
implications, and the envy of high English profraig and its benefits, while wordings such as
fitrm ‘rais€ and S+ ‘win ovet indicate the intention to change the situatiom @o overall
improve English education in rural areas.

Following the theme of comparison and competitiothie English education system, Text 2
focuses on the competition and effect of Englishcation in Miaoli County. The headline,
JEERFALR & ‘English Early rooted, BetteResult, expresses a ‘folk’ second
language acquisition discourse of ‘the youngerhtbiger’ though little evidence has been found
to substantiate this claim (Scovel, 2000; Single#fi01). Since English education at elementary
level is accepted as a prerequisite for greatempeitiveness without controversy, enhancing the
effectiveness of English education is thus an aeckegoal. Problems that would obstruct a
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‘better result of English education are statell/NAl&E S #% 114 B2 LA EAT &
(‘Due tothe lack of elementary teachers, the distance afmcschools and affordability of
supplement education are problém3hrough the use of nominalizatiornthé lack of elementary
teachers is presented as an assumption or fact withoutlaéxipg its causality and
responsibility. It is this deficiency in the stagelucation system that makes supplementary
English education necessary. While supplementanyli§in education is necessary for better
English education, availability or affordability cfupplementary English teaching (i.¢hé
distance of cram schools and affordability of seppent educaticphare therefore identified as
problems in English education.

The author uses a startling, though unidentiféitect quotation from an advertisement
of a cram school to start the leadhis is a war starting from 5 years of agechoes the
statement of the headline that English shouldalttibe learned at the very early stage of child
education and further reinforces the importanceéraglish. In this Shocking quote, — % #k5+ (a
war) is used as a metaphor to descthecompetition of children’s English education@ss the
Taiwan Strait War as probably the most violent form of any confbctcompetition often leads
to a consequence that participants either winse.ltt is often defined as an emergency in which
no sacrifice is excessive and also implies thatethe a need to become well prepared and
equipped in order to fight for final victory. Acabng to the author, this is not only a competition
in English education on Taiwan Island but also mgetition between Taiwan and Mainland
China. In this paragraph, the author not only drammsa discourse of the inevitability of
globalization and a discourse of English as thdédaldanguage for enhancing competitiveness
but also a political discourse of the relation begw Taiwan and Mainland China to stress the
necessity of English. For Taiwan, Mainland Chinaas$ only a political and military threat but
also a threat in terms of economy and manpowerudyg the metaphorical representation of
war, the necessity of acquiring English proficiency iiaernational competition is highlighted
and other valid aspects of English education arveried.

By presenting accounts from diverse perspectiveslUding cram schools, a school
headteacher, various parents, a school headteasl@eparent, a cram school teacher, elementary
schools, and the Bureau of Education), it seemistheauthor attempts to present a range of
opinions on English education at the elementargllevMiaoli County. Most accounts reported
are unfavorable regarding the effects of Englisiication at this level. It is worth noting that an
obvious neglect of perspective here is account® sohool English teachers and students, the
actual participants in language classrooms, asageihformed expert accounts from the field of
Applied Linguistics or ELT. Although students angpposed to play an important role in the
evaluation of their English education, they aretredted as useful informants in this report.

Consequently, according to the presentation of tedospeech, and the use of referential
strategies, what the author attempts to draw igseodrse of criticism in order to address
problems and challenge tls¢atus quo Through the employment of the following discass
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the effectiveness of state English education atelleenentary level is questioned: (1) a folk
second language acquisition discourse of ‘the yeutifte better’ (the headline and paragraph 3)
; (2) a discourse of the inevitability of globalian (paragraph 1); (3) a political discourse & th
relation between Taiwan and Mainland China (panaiyrd); (4) a discourse of English as the
global language for enhancing personal competiisen(paragraph 1); (5) a discourse of
personal responsibility to make one’s children cetitiye (paragraph 4, 7, 8). By drawing on
discourse (2), (3) and (4), the necessity of Ehgls personal competitiveness is constructed.
Through the mixture of discourse (1) to (5), therent state English education is considered
deficient in equipping students with adequate Emghbility to compete. Although alternative
discourses are also presented, such as an edwatalienourse in which time and resources in
the curriculum should be distributed equally (paaph 8) and a discourse of the indispensability
of the mother tongue (paragraph 8), they are maliged and treated as official viewpoints in
contrast to accounts from other perspectives.

This report was published in the local page of thated Daily Newsand written by
journalists and editors in Miaoli County. Althougtis newspaper is one of the largest circulated
daily newspapers in Taiwan, this report only hagamal influence for the circulation of this
local page is restricted to Miaoli area only. Locasidents are the informants as well as the
supposed readers. They therefore play, as progpeataders, an important role in both the
production and consumption of the text.

In terms of its socio-cultural context, Miaoli Cduyns located in the mid-northern coast of
western Taiwan. With a population of around 560,908 composed of different ethnolinguistic
groups including Hakkas, Minnan and aboriginaldgsitsuch as the Sai-Hsia Tribe, Tai-ya and
accounts for 2.6% of the total population in Taiwafiaoli is a middle size county located
between two competitive city areas, Taichung, tilggdst city in central Taiwan and Hsinchu,
the high-tech center in Taiwan. The geography o&dyi County has made it a border area
attached to these two cities. The anxiety expregsdekxt 2 not only reflects parents’ worries
but also the consequences of regional competikarthermore, the problems and criticisms of
the Grade 1-9 Curriculum and English education lementary curriculum have been raised
since 2001 due to their hasty implementation. Tae lgetween the urban sector and the rural
sector in English learning and teaching has beiigized for reinforcing the inequality between
the poor and the rich in education. A year afteplementing the new curriculum, in 2002, this
review of the effect of English education can besidered as a reaction against the problem, as
well as a response from the rural sector. The divgist of Text 2, as well as the other three
reports in the series, is that English is of crucigortance in a competitive environment and
thus there is an urgent need to overcome the prabtbat prevent rural areas from obtaining
better English education.

Conclusion
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To sum up, Text 1 is conditioned by a social stitetwhere ELT has become a global
trend. English is thus a central factor making ragispensable linkage between national policy
and educational practices. Since English is a tol international communication and
educational and national development, a neutraizsttiumental role of the English language is
presented here. On the other hand, Text 2 can ¢arded as a discourse constructed by
assumptions of the English language which can badan Text 1 as well as a response to the
deficiency of effective English education in logadactices. By constructing the association
between the English language, competitiveness hadanxiety of deficiency, discourses on
English in these texts reproduce the basic assompdf English in Taiwan and thus sustain the
existing power relations. Overall, these ideologassumptions of English play a significant role
in the formation of educational policies and preeti However, these assumptions are converted
common sense suppositions and seldom criticallynexad.
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1. Preface

(1) FRARGERKT > EFF-E kb ER ek o SRER RE ARG X R H 2 U E R - (2)
R o LD Y BEEREDRAPE LT BARFREFLC AN TR FEF TN @R LiE T N RE
* g & e (3)

npd B - EABREVEF LSRN A-EF - 0 AFRE AR ART Y IRV S RN ETEF AL

s e BRSO i

(1) English has had an important status in Taiwan’s education system and has been paid much attention by
schools, parents, the mass media and even the government. (2) However, under the long-term influence of exam-
led instruction, traditional English language teaching focuses on the instruction of linguistic forms such as
vocabulary and grammar but neglects the importance of practical language use. (3) In the past, starting from the
first year of junior high school to the first year of university, a university graduate has at least 7 to 8 years of
English education but often he/she can not speak English fluently.

4) FENE L E- TaREFREAEL THFEL i o (5)
RF IR EFEE PR AN A AR N 0 AR B oy B F 3 - (6)
FOREARNSL BN AREC REFAU R FFRFDAFNTEL LS - (7)

FlaRIFLEAK FLERT RFRE D 2R EFLEY OV - (8)

FIM R RENFE D RO | - FEFRED RDEY > J O RERFNEFTRE - (9)

KL EFEY DR F ARFFEIRFF O RKFUFLL e a PR FIHFAIFRAAIETEFEVN
BoOREIKIRIEEYEFIFEAEMGERY HF -

(4) As a response to the above mentioned situation, the Guideline of Grade 1-9 Curriculum was designed to
cultivate students with ‘mobile’ ability (ability which will not be taken away after leaving schools). (5) It is also
illustrated that the aim of English language teaching is to cultivate the basic communicative ability rather than only
acquire and recite the knowledge of language. (6) For overcoming the problem that students in Taiwan
traditionally are afraid of speaking English, English teachers play a rather important role. (7) It is because
students learn what they are taught by teachers; teaching methods employed by teachers have an impact on
students’ learning practices. (8) Therefore, it depends on teachers in language classrooms to realize the
curricular goals of Grade 1-9 curriculum and to change the traditional teaching methods which focus on
instruction of language knowledge. (9) Teachers as catalysts of English learning and designers of teaching
activities shall create meaningful and abundant leaning situations where students are centered in the learning
process and learn how to apply English integrally and flexibly through direct participation.

FRYLEFRT
2. Direction of English Education in Elementary and Junior High Schools

(10)

SEF RIR ey RABRURIR  HOIRER A RS SR 2 VAL RS EEaE R F R - (1)
KFER-PH-IFE -2 IFERT > EF A LRNFRLNDLILHEET - (12)

o EAREERT C L 5B A R Rk T AR - (13)

FOFRAMARERE O BRIBXAEFAA R SHHRNEORN FRBRMR-_ocoNEFEY c Rder T
L340 (14)

FERARFALAAHA BAREE S P A RR MR RS ERL AIER 4 > BB R RIEL 4 > (15)
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(10) Following the trend of globalization worldwide, a global village has emerged and the importance of English is
gradually raised due to the frequent international interaction in terms of politics, economy and culture. (11)
English has become the dominant language of international communication in areas of information, technology,
business and higher education. (12) Therefore, there has been a tendency to emphasize English education in
most modern countries. (13) In order to create an international living environment, to enhance national English
ability and to connect Taiwan with the world, Executive Yuen proposes a project for Cultivating Talent for the E-
Generation in the National Six-Year Plan. (14) This project intends to establish the national foundation of English
communication in order to develop an internationally-oriented vision, so as to improve national ability of
conducting international affairs and to enhance national capability of competition. (15) The curricular designation
of English education at elementary and junior high levels is grounded in the intentions and goals of this project.

Extracted and translated form ‘Teachers’ Manual for English Language Teaching in Elementary and Junior High
Schools [in Chinese]’, 2003
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Series of Teaching ABC in elementary schools of rural areas (3) — competition and effect

English Early Rooted, Better Result

Due to the lack of elementary teachers, the distance of cram schools and affordability of supplement education are problems

) DE R — 35 IR0k PR AR SR ) M i T A0 MU R A % 15 R A W 2 M I 2 B B S DS RE R i 2R
TEHLERAS TR Z, ﬁéu BRI G AN P B TR

(1) ‘This is a war starting from 5 years of age,’ such a shocking advertisement has been used by an employer of
cram schools to describe the competition of children’s English education across the Taiwan Strait. While a global
village is emerging, English is an indispensable tool for enhancing competitiveness.

)
FERRHCRRREAUE /NI, NG, (BIRNRT S N IR FRTEE, W B NNEBEEGEE, SRR, FERET
YRR RS, — S ABCEURER K M) FAEfH,

(2) According to the English curriculum, English education is extended to grade five and six in elementary schools.
But many elementary schools in Miaoli County teach English from grade one to grade six in order to meet the
demand from parents. Learning English in kindergartens and nurseries has also become a tendency. The warfare of
teaching ABC spreads down.
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(3) ‘From an educational point of view, actually the earlier English is learned, the better the result would be.” School
headteacher of Shin-Long elementary school, Lai Fu-jin, discovered that comparing to students of higher grades,
lower-grade students are more enthusiastic about learning English and are more willing to speak English.

4 BN KR DR NS SGE R R Z T ), S N A EME, 200 L5,
EFREIR), BEFEH ST BB A iE N

(4) Parents in this county worry that English education in schools lacks the ability to compete. Many people send
their children to cram schools to reduce their concerns. However, it would relatively increase the educational
expenditure and the learning burden of children.

&)
— (B IME R BRI A AR MR T AOR BADERE, MER % H AT/ IGEIRAR B R R B OGRS, ZORTE
, RERREMA —, NEEIHE PE TR LB I B, BeRETR T SERRRE )

(5) One elementary school headteacher admitted that he did send his child in elementary school to to learn English
in cram schools. He thinks that the English curriculum at elementary level aims to cultivate students’ interests in
English. The required standard is not high and the levels of the students are varied. Children can learn English in a
better environment and improve their English ability more easily in cram schools.

(6) HBRRIBIBANEH, /LSRR P DL, BRI b KRR
HBUNKZ il E—FigGhil, ASORFTITI BB 558, RN S =B 0%

(6) Teacher Liu who works in cram schools, pointed out that it is difficult for English education in elementary schools
to compete with English education in cram schools. The big problem is the lack of teachers in elementary schools.
And English instruction, with only one hour a week in most elementary schools, has a limited effect. The time
allocated to English instruction in cram schools is three to ten times more than in elementary schools.

@) AR AR S, FEMEHLHIGE, RN,
WAL A FRAE B BIATE M PEE AR E 5 A BB O B B AR B 2 B B N SR SR,
AR MRS, 582 SRR G R HE It A P I B AR 1 2 EL A A S 8 LR

(7) There are many schools in remote areas of this county. The long distance would make sending children to cram
schools troublesome. In Ton-yuan area some parents use town activity centres or school classrooms and invite
cram-school teachers to enhance students’ English ability during summer vacations. However, this arrangement
was regarded as inappropriate by the elementary school. They think students should cultivate an interest in English
learning through the official elementary school curriculum.

®
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(8) Parents worry that the English ability of their children might be inadequate compared with others. But from a view
point of balance education, the Bureau of Education considers that English should neither be regarded as the priority
nor should all recourses be invested in it. In addition, since the major teaching aim is to cultivate students’ interest,
the Bureau of Education disapproves parents’ ‘giving up Mother Tongue and embracing English’ attitude and has
different attitudes regarding English education compared with the parents’. In future, efforts are needed to improve
English education in the elementary schools of Miaoli county and to find a balance.

Source: ‘English Early Rooted, Better Result’ [in Chinese], United Daily News, Aug 13, 2002, p.18
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