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Abstract: This paper highlights the numeral system in Hmama belongs to Tibeto-Burman
language family (Grierson, 1904). Hmar is one oé tpovernment recognized language in
Manipur. It has SOV word order and different wotdsses are formed by affixation.

In this paper, cardinal numerals, distributive nemals, multiplicative numerals,
approximative numerals and fractional numerals digcussed in detail. In the cardinal numeral
system two types — cardinal number and ordinal matreae also mentioned. Cardinal number
can also be divided into two as - basic numeralsl @ampound numerals. There are 13
(thirteen) basic cardinal numbers askbt/ ‘one’, /phni/ ‘two’, /pst"'um/ ‘three’, /pli/ “four’,
Ipayal ‘five’, Iparuk/ ‘six’, Ipesori/ ‘seven’, Ipriet/ ‘eight’, /pokuo/ ‘nine’, /som/ ‘ten’, ljakot/
‘hundred’, /sak>t/ ‘thousand’ and /nuoi/ ‘lakh’. In the compoundmaeral system, three types
of - (a) Additive compound (b) Multiplicative conypal and (c) Multiplicative-cum-additive
compound can be analysed.

Key words. basic numerals, compound numerals, distributiveltiplicative, approximate and
fractional.

INTRODUCTION

Hmar is a language spoken by the Hmar. The Hmars saattered mainly over the area
of Churachandpur district of Manipur. Among thetthihree recognized tribes of Manipur, the
Hmar is one of the tribal communities of the stateManipur. It has been recognized by the
Government of India as a scheduled tribe in 195@&l€u the Scheduled Caste and Tribe List
(Modification) Orders No0.316—A, Ministry of Home f&frs, New Delhi, dated, October 29,
1956).

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The Hmar language belongs to the Kuki-Chin-Nagagralip of Tibeto-Burman stock
of the great Sino-Tibetan family of languages. Bpeakers of the language are also known as
Hmar. The allograph of Hmar, as recorded in sontk®&@s Mhar.

Hmar is one of the government recognized languagdanipur. This language has the
genetic features of Tibeto-Burman language fanitljhas SOV word order and different word
classes are formed by affixation. Though it is eogmized language, it has limited published
works. There are some translated publications oftgtories of the Holy Bible. The translation
work of the Holy Bible is also in progress.
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Most of the Hmar speakers can understand and dyeaalpuri, the official language and
lingua franca of the State of Manipur. The Governimef Manipur allowed Hmar to be a
medium of instruction upto middle school. And fuathit has been permitted to be studied as one
of the Major Indian Languages upto the level afssl Xll since 2001(As per meeting resolution
No.21 of the Council of Higher Secondary Educat@oyernment of Manipur, held on May 8,
2000).The process for further extension is almosbhmeted upto graduation level. It is also a
recognized language in the school curriculum ofadssManipur and Mizoram.

Hmar is a recognized language in the School cuwguof Assam, Manipur and
Mizoram, and has also been recently recognizechaobthe Modern Indian Languages (MIL)
at Manipur University. Board of Secondary Educatidgsam has also included Hmar as an MIL
in its matriculation syllabus since 2005.

METHODOLOGY

For the collection of data, a list of vocabulangkich includes the list of body parts,
household articles, kinship terms and frequentBdusords are prepared in English as well as in
Manipuri. The corresponding words for the vocalielmrprepared are collected from the
informants of different age groups. All the colledtdata are discussed with the informants to
check inconsistencies and again analyzed lingaisticFor collection of Hmar vocabularies
(data), tape recorder and computer are used. Thecteal data is transcribed in International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). The interview method iscalised for data collection.

NUMERALS

A numeral is a word denoting a number. In Hmacait be classified into two categories;
viz. (a) Cardinal number and (b) Ordinal number.

Cardinal numbers have more complex and more forstraictures whereas ordinal
numbers are very simple.

CARDINAL NUMBERS
Cardinal numbers are used in counting, showing hamy objects are specified as one,
two, three and four etc. It has two types:
(1) Basic numerals and
(i) Compound numerals.

BASIC NUMERALS
There are thirteen basic numerals in this languélgey are given as:

Hmar Gloss
1. Ipok"st/ ‘one’
2. /pohni/ ‘two’
3. /pot"um/ ‘three’
4. poli/ ‘four’
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5. /penal ‘five’

6. [poruk/ ‘Six’

7. [posari/ ‘seven’

8. [periet/ ‘eight’

9. /pokuo/ ‘nine’

10. /som/ ‘ten’

11. ljiakat/ ‘one hundred’
12. Isak"st/ ‘one thousand’
13. /nuoi/ ‘lakh’

COMPOUND NUMERALS
There are three types of compound numerals. They (@) Additive compound (b)
Multiplicative compound and (c) Multiplicative-cuadditive compound.

(2) ADDITIVE COMPOUND

The numerals from eleven to nineteen are addittrepound numerals. They are formed
by adding the basic numerals with the word ‘soman® ‘ten’ i.e. ten plus one (10+1), ten plus
two (10+2), ten plus three (10+3) etc.

Hmar Gloss
14. /sompk"st/ ‘eleven’
15. /[somphni/ ‘twelve’
16. /sompt"um/ ‘thirteen’
17. /sompli/ ‘fourteen’

(b) MULTIPLICATIVE COMPOUND NUMERALS
There are two types of multiplicative compound ntatee They are (i) Lower
multiplicative and (ii) Higher multiplicative compad numerals.

(i) LOWER MULTIPLICATIVE COMPOUND NUMERALS

The lower multiplicative compounds are twenty, tshiforty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty
and ninety. It is formed as multiplication of tefD(X ) and basic numerals. In this numeral, the
first syllable /p-/ of /psk"st/ ‘one’, /pohni/ ‘two’ etc. of basic numerals have been deleted

Hmar Gloss
18. /somhni/ ‘twenty’
19. /somtum/ ‘thirty’
20. /somli/ ‘forty’
21. /somma/ fifty’
22. /[somruk/ ‘sixty’
23. /somstri/ ‘seventy’
24. /[somriet/ ‘eighty’
25. /somkuo/ ‘ninety’

(i) HIGHER MULTIPLICATIVE COMPOUND NUMERALS
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There are two types of higher multiplicative compdunumerals in Hmar. They are:
liakst/ ‘hundred’ and /sgk™st/ ‘thousand’ etc. The basic numerals are suffixedhe /jakot/
‘hundred’ by deleting the first syllabledyfof the basic numerals.

Examples:

Hmar Gloss
26. fjiakot/ ‘one hundred’
27. fjahni/ ‘two hundred’
28. fjatum/ ‘three hundred’
29. fiali/ ‘four hundred’

(c) MULTIPLICATIVE-CUM-ADDITIVE COMPOUND NUMERALS
The multiplicative cum additive compound numerals be made by multiplying decade,
century and thousand to the numeral numbers. Trions 21 to 29, 31 to 39, 41 to 49, 51 to 59,
61 to 69, 71 to 79, 81 to 89, 91 to 99, 101 to 0, to 210, 301 to 310, 401 to 410, 501 to 510,
601 to 610, 701 to 710, 801 to 810, 901 to 91011601010, 2001 to 2010, 3001 to 3010, 4001
to 4010, etc. are all multiplicative-cum-additivengpound numerals.
There are four forms of multiplicative-cum-additiwemerals. They are given as:
I. Decade X basic numerals + basic humerals
[I. Century X basic numerals + basic numerals
[ll. Thousand X basic numerals + basic numerals and
IV. Lakh X basic numeral + basic numeral

I. DECADE X BASIC NUMERALS+ BASIC NUMERALS
In this type, the basic numerals are used as aecting for decade X basic numerals +
basic numerals.

Hmar Gloss
30. /somhnipk"at/ ‘twenty one’
31. /somhniphni/ ‘twenty two’
32. /somhnipt"um/ ‘twenty three’

l. CENTURY X BASIC NUMERALS+BASIC NUMERALS
In this type, the basic numerals are used as aecting for century X basic numerals +
basic numerals.

Hmar Gloss
33. ljaKastpok st/ ‘one hundred and one’
34. /jahniphni/ ‘two hundred and two’
35. fiatumpst"um/ ‘three hundred and three’
36. fjalipeli/ ‘four hundred and four’

. THOUSAND X BASIC NUMERALS+ BASIC NUMERALS
In this type, the basic numerals are used as aeotine for thousand X basic numerals +
basic numerals.
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Hmar Gloss
37. Isak"otpok"st/ ‘one thousand and one’
38. Isak atpohni/ ‘one thousand and two’
30. Isak atpat"um/ ‘one thousand and three’
40. Isak"stpali/ ‘one thousand and four’

1. LAKH X BASIC NUMERALS+ BASIC NUMERALS
In this type, the basic numerals are used as aectime for lakh X basic numerals +

basic numerals.

Hmar Gloss
41. InuoyRatpokot/ ‘one lakh and one’
42, InuoyRstpohni/ ‘one lakh and two’
43, InuoyKatpot"um/ ‘one lakh and three’
44, InuoyKotpali/ ‘one lakh and four’

DISTRIBUTIVE NUMERALS

The basic numerals are used as distributive nushera¢n they are suffixed with the last
syllable of basic numerals. In short the distribeithumerals can also be in the repeated form.

Hmar Gloss
45. Ik"stk"at/ ‘one each’
46. /mhnihni/ ‘two each’
47. Ipt"umtum/ ‘three each’
48. Iplili/ ‘four each’

Another two suffixes /-cit/ and /-sé‘each’ are also added to make the distributive

numerals.

Examples of /-cit/

Hmar Gloss
49. Ik"steit/ ‘one each’
50. /mhnicit/ ‘two each’
51. Ipt"umcit/ ‘three each’
52. Iplicit/ ‘four each’
Examples of /-sey/

Hmar Gloss
53. Ik"stsey/ ‘one each’
54. /phnisey/ ‘two each’
55. It"umsey/ ‘three each’
56. Iplisen/ ‘four each’

MULTIPLICATIVE NUMERALS
The multiplicative numerals can be denoted by piedi marker /voi-/to the numerals.
The first syllable of the numeraldg is dropped.
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Hmar Gloss
57. Ivoikat/ ‘once
58. Ivoikat/ ‘twice
59. Ivoitum/ ‘thrice’
60. Ivoili/ ‘four times’

APPROXIMATIVE NUMERALS

Approximative numerals can express approximatmbar in counting. They can be
divided into two as:

a) Successive approximate numerals and

b) Non-successive approximate numerals

a) Successive approximate numerals
Two successive numerals are used to indicate ssigeegpproximate numerals with a
connectivedm/ in this language.

Hmar Gloss
61. Ik"stompshni/ ‘one or two’
62. /mhnismpat"um/ ‘two or three’
63. /pliompana/ ‘four or five’
64. /naomparuk/ ‘five or six’

b) Non-successive approximate numerals
Non-successive approximate numeral can be madealdipgthe suffix marker /vel/ to
the particular numeral number.

Hmar Gloss
65. Ik"atvel/ ‘about one’
66. /mhnivel/ ‘about two’
67. It"umvel/ ‘about three’
68. Ilivel/ ‘about four’

FRACTIONAL NUMERALS

The fractional numeral is denoted by suffixing ‘eento the particular numerals. It is
used in the polymorphemic fraction, but not in therphemic fraction /cenve/ ‘half’. It denotes
the fraction of the wholes, as quarter, three gusytetc. Another suffix ‘dite-a’ is also used to
denote the fractional number. Here, /nmun/ carties meaning of ‘part’ in the following
examples.

Hmar Gloss
69. /cenve/ ‘half’
70. Imk"st le cenve/ ‘one-half’
71. /hmun trum a fre a hmun Yot/ ‘one-third’
72. /hmun li a're a hmun Yot/ ‘one-fourth’
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73. /hmun li a're a hmun"um/ ‘three-fourth’
74. /hmun trum a fre hmun hni/ ‘two-third’
75. /pli le cenve/ ‘two-fourth’
76. /hmun som d'te a hmuma/ five-tenth’
77. /hmun somghni a hmun ruk/ ‘six-twelfth’

ORDINAL NUMBERS

Ordinal numbers are derived from the cardinal nusbg suffixing /-na/ to the cardinal

numbers. The suffix marker /-na/ is suffixed tok/pt/ to form the ordinal number ‘first’ and so

on.

Hmar Gloss
78. Imk"stna/ first’
79. /phnina/ ‘second’
80. /t"umna/ ‘third’
81. /plina/ ‘fourth’
82. /mnana/ fifth’
83. /rukna/ ‘sixth’ etc.
CONCLUSION

In this paper, the numeral system in Hmar — caftdaral ordinal numerals can be
analysed. It includes - basic numerals, compoumdenals, distributive numerals, multiplicative

numerals, approximative humerals and fractional enats etc.

Reference

Crystal, David.

Dena, Lal
Grierson, G.A.

Copyright © International Journal of English and Education

(1985)

(1995)
(1904)

Hmau
/sam/
lu/
[luru/
/t"luk/
/hmai,
[cal/
Imikou/
/mit/
/mitvuni
/mitmun;
/mitnaulen/
/hnar,

:A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. Black We"

Edition.

:Hmar Folk Tales, Scholar Publishing House, Imphal.
‘Linguistics Survey of India, Vol. lll. Part lll. Qautta

Reprinted 1967, Motilal Banarasidas, Delhi.
Appendices (Body Parts)

Gloss
‘hair’
‘head’
‘skull’
‘brain’
‘face’
‘forehead
‘eyebrow
‘eye’
‘eyelid’
‘eyelash
‘pupil’
‘nose’
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/hnarkua ‘nostril’
Ibiey/ ‘cheek’
/biennu/ ‘cheekbone
/nakor. ‘ear’
/bendar; ‘eardrum
/bau. ‘mouth’
/hmur; ‘lip’

/ha ‘teeth’
Nail ‘tongue’
/hnerhmul ‘moustache
/K"abe ‘chin’
[rig/ ‘neck’
llienkau/ ‘shoulder
/ban, ‘arm’
/kut/ ‘hand’
/kutp"ay ‘palm’
/kutpar. ‘finger’
/kutpui/ ‘thumb’
/kuttin/ ‘nail’
/om/ ‘breast
Ip"iy/ ‘belly’
/kon/ ‘waist’
/malpui ‘thigh’
K"up/ ‘knee’
/kerin/ ‘ankle’
/kepar ‘toe’
/keparhuoi ‘sole’
/nakru, ‘ribs’
/hnujarui ‘spine’
ru/ ‘bone’
/cuop. ‘lungs’
Ip"inpui/ ‘stomach
it"in/ ‘liver’

Iril/ ‘intestine’
Nluy/ ‘heart’
/tijam/ ‘veins’
Itisen, ‘blood’
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